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ANGIE HEO 

1025 E. 58th Street, Chicago IL 60637, USA 

cell phone: (+1) 510 847 1018 

office phone: (+1) 773 702 1867  

email: heo@uchicago.edu  

 

 

ACADEMIC APPOINTMENTS 

 

 

Associate Professor  

The University of Chicago, Divinity School, Chicago 

 

 

2023-present 

Associate Member:   

Center for the Study of Gender and Sexuality        2025-2028 

 

Affiliated Faculty:  

Department of Anthropology  

Center for East Asian Studies 

Center for Middle Eastern Studies 

Center for the Study of Race, Politics, and Culture 

 

 

EDUCATION 

 

Ph.D.  Department of Anthropology            2008 

University of California, Berkeley                       

 

M.A. Department of Anthropology                      2004 

University of California, Berkeley    

 

A.B. Department of Anthropology             2001 

Harvard University, Cambridge  

 

 

PUBLICATIONS 

 

Monograph 

 

2018   The Political Lives of Saints: Christian-Muslim Mediation in Egypt.  Oakland: University 

of California Press. 

 

Co-edited Journal Issues 

 

2020   Co-editor (with Jeanne Kormina). Unfinished Conversations: A Tribute to Sonja 

Luehrmann (1975–2019). History and Anthropology 31(2).  

 

mailto:heo@uchicago.edu
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2019   Co-editor (with Jeanne Kormina).  Religion and Borders in (Post-) Cold War Peripheries.  

Special Issue of The Journal of Religion 99(1).   

 

Articles in Journals (selected) 

 

2021  The Christian Right and Refugee Rights: The Border Politics of Anti-Communism and 

Ant-Discrimination in South Korea.  Religion and Society 12(1). 

 

2019b  Religion as a Cultural System.  Special Forum on "The Religious Situation 1968."  

Religion and American Culture 29(1). 

 

2014a Faces of Authoritarian Mystification.  In 'Matter of Contention', Special Issue for 

Material Religion 10(4).  

 

2013a  The Virgin Between Christianity and Islam: Sainthood, Media and Modernity in Egypt.  

In Journal of the American Academy of Religion 81(4). 

 

2013c The Bodily Threat of Miracles: Security, Sacramentality and the Egyptian Politics of 

Public Order.  In American Ethnologist 40(1). 

 

2012b The Virgin Made Visible: Intercessory Images of Church Territory in Egypt.  In 

Comparative Studies in Society and History 54(2). 

 

 

AWARDS AND HONORS 

 

External (selected) 

 

Japan Society for the Promotion of Science Collaboration Grant      2025-2029 

POSCO Fellowship, East-West Center at the University of Hawai'i Mānoa     2022-2023 

Connaught Global Challenge Fellowship, University of Toronto      2019-2022 

AAS NEAC Research Travel Grant Award       2019 

NYUAD Global Asia Research Cluster       2019 

Korea Foundation Field Research Fellowship      2018 

Academy of Korea Studies Fellowship       2018 

 

Intramural (selected) 

 

Provost’s Global Faculty Award for Hong Kong, East, and Southeast Asia        2025-2026  

UChicago CEAS Faculty Programming Grant        2025-2026 

UChicago Faculty Development Small Grants Program       2025-2026 

UChicago CSGS Research Grant Award            2022-2023 

Anthony Yu Junior Faculty Fellowship, University of Chicago      2019-2021 
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INVITED LECTURES 

(selected)  

 

“Decolonizing Coptic Studies: Heritage, History, Geography.” Keynote Address for Coptic 

Studies, Between the Archives and the Field at Orthodox Christian Studies Center, Fordham 

University, May 2025. 

 

“Border Wars and the Making of Religious Difference.” Keynote Address for the Religion and 

Religious Pluralism Cluster at National University Singapore, January 2025. 

 

“A Story of Patriotic Insanity and Anticolonial Solidarity: Two Korean Assassins Meet the San 

Francisco Irish in 1908” Presented in the Anthropology Research Seminar at Queen’s University 

Belfast, April 2024.  

 

“Missionaries and Refugees: Figures of Religion and Mobility from the Divided Koreas.”  

Presented in St. Ignatius University Centre, Antwerp (UCSIA), August 2022. 

 

“The Christian Right and Refugee Rights: The Border Politics of Anti-Communism and Ant-

Discrimination in South Korea.” Inaugural Lecture for the Max Planck Institute Alumni Lecture 

Series at the Max Planck Institute for the Study of Religious and Ethnic Diversity, Göttingen, 

October 2021.  

 

“Fake Churches and False Unity: The Anthropology of Conversion in the Divided Koreas.”  

Inaugural Luehrmann Memorial Lecture Presented in the Department of Anthropology and 

Sociology at Simon Fraser University, March 2021. 

 

“Anticommunist Supplements:  Christianity and Politics in South Korea.” Presented in the 

School of Foreign Service at Georgetown University Doha, Qatar, March 2020.  

 

“Redemption at the Edge: Pilgrimage and Holy Land in Egypt.” Presented in The Pilgrimage 

Forum at the University of Toronto Department of Religion, January 2020.  

 

"Copts and Christian-Muslim Mediation: The Social Life of Theology in Egypt."  Presented in 

the Anthropology Colloquium at the University of Michigan, October 2019.    

 

"Doing Fieldwork in Revolutionary Times." Presented at the Emory Forum for the Ethnographic 

Study of Religion, October 2019. 

 

"Copts and Christian-Muslim Mediation: The Social Life of Theology in Egypt."  Presented as 

the Annual Davis Lecture in Christianity at Ohio State University, September 2019.    

 

"Yemeni Refugees in Korea." Presented at New York University Abu Dhabi, March 2019.  

 

"The Political Lives of Saints: Christian-Muslim Mediation in Egypt."  Presented at the London 

School of Economics, February 2018.  

 



Short CV, 5/2026 

  
Heo 4 

 

"Transpacific Dividends:  Evangelical Anticommunism in the U.S. and Korea."  Presented at the 

Annual Hahn Moo-Sook Colloquium, George Washington University in D.C., November 2016.   

 

"In the Shadows of Terrorism: The Libya Martyrs of 2015 and the Regional Politics of Coptic 

Christianity."  Presented at Christians and Christian Churches in the Changing Middle East, 

German Bishops' Conference in Rome, February 2016.  

 

 

LANGUAGES 

 

English (native)  

Arabic (proficient) 

Korean (proficient)  

 

 

ACADEMIC MEMBERSHIPS 

 

American Anthropological Association  

American Academy of Religion  

Association for Asian Studies 

Middle East Studies Association  

 

 

ACADEMIC SERVICE 

 

Co-Editor (with Febe Armanios), Coptic Studies in Historical and Cultural Context, Book Series 

with American University of Cairo Press (2024-present)  

 

Editorial Board Member, Cultural Anthropology (2026-2029) 

 

Editorial Board Member, Critical Inquiry (2023-present) 

 

Editorial Board Member, The Journal of Religion (2023-present) 

 

Editorial Board Member, New Directions in the Anthropology of Christianity, Bloomsbury Press 

(2021-present) 

 

Board Member, Society for the Anthropology of Religion, American Anthropological 

Association (2021-25) 

 

Board Member, University of Chicago Center for the Study of Gender and Sexuality (2022-

2025) 

 

Steering Committee Member, Korean Religions Unit (KRU), American Academy of Religion 

(2022-2025) 
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Steering Committee Member, Secularism and Secularity (SSU), American Academy of Religion 

(2025-2028) 

 

Consultant, Public Radio International, “The World” (Religion and International Affairs) 

 

External Referee 

 

Grants:  European Research Council, Social Sciences and Humanities  

Research Council (Canada), Research Foundation Flanders 

 

Book Manuscripts:  University of Chicago Press, Yale University Press, Oxford 

University Press, Fordham University Press, University of Notre Dame Press, American 

University of Cairo Press, Routledge Press, Brill Academic Publishers 

 

Article Manuscripts: American Anthropologist, Current Anthropology, American 

Ethnologist, Comparative Studies of Society and History, Social Anthropology, Journal 

of the Royal Anthropological Institute, Anthropological Quarterly, American Political 

Science Review, Journal of the American Academy of Religion, Interventions, American 

Religion, Journal of Orthodox Christian Studies, International Journal of Middle East 

Studies, The Journal of Korean Studies, Korea Studies Journal, Korea Journal, Journal of 

Religion in Africa 


