
RELIGIOUS ETHICS V 

RELIGION, SOCIETY, AND CULTURE 

 

This examination requires students to demonstrate knowledge in classical and contemporary 

theories of society and culture as they help to frame understandings of religion and religious 

practices.   Focal topics include theories of the sacred, definitions of religion, explanation and 

interpretation, the social and cultural sources of morality, ethnocentrism, and the like.   

 

Students must have a command of the following texts or excerpts therefrom:  

 

Alexis De Toqueville,  Democracy in America 

Max Weber,    The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism 

    “Science as a Vocation,” “Politics as a Vocation” 

Friedrich Nietzsche,  Beyond Good and Evil 

Sigmund Freud,   The Future of an Illusion 

    Totem and Taboo 

W. E. B. Du Bois  The Souls of Black Folk 

Emile Durkheim,   The Elementary Forms of Religious Life 

    Moral Education 

Peter Berger,    The Sacred Canopy 

Peter Winch,    The Idea of a Social Science 

Paul Tillich   Theology of Culture 

P. Rabinow and  

W. Sullivan,    Interpretive Social Science: A Reader 

Clifford Geertz,   The Interpretation of Cultures 

Mary Douglas,   Purity and Danger 

Charles Taylor,   Philosophical Papers I, II (selections) 

Mary Midgley,   Beast and Man 

Paul Ricoeur,    Hermeneutics and the Human Sciences 

Alan Wolfe,    Whose Keeper? Morality and the Social Sciences 

Robert Bellah, et al.,  Habits of the Heart: Individualism and Commitment in American 

Life 

Michel Foucault,  Madness and Civilization 

Cornel West,    Race Matters 

Alasdair MacIntyre,   Three Rival Versions of Moral Enquiry 

Larry May   Sharing Responsibility 

Tracy Lynn Isaacs  Moral Responsibility in Collective Contexts 

Wei-Ming Tu   Way, Learning, and Politics: Essays on the Confucian Intellectual 

Sandra Lee Bartky  Femininity and Domination 

Judith Butler,    Gender Trouble: Feminism and the Subversion of Identity  

Jonathan Glover,   Humanity: A Moral History of the Twentieth Century 

Martha Nussbaum,   Sex and Social Justice 

Hans Joas   The Sacredness of the Person: A New Genealogy of Human Rights  

José Miquez Bonino,   Towards a Christian Political Ethics 

A. Appadurai    Modernity At Large: Cultural Dimensions of Globalization 

 



K-J Kuschel & H. Küng Global Ethics: The Declaration of the Parliament of the World’s   

Religions 

Roland Robertson Globalization: Social Theory and Global Culture 

Peter Singer   One World Now: The Ethics of Globalization 

John Tomlinson  Globalization and Culture 

 


