
RELIGIOUS ETHICS 3 
RELIGION AND THE POLITICAL ORDER 
 
This examination requires students to demonstrate knowledge of classical and modern theories 
concerning the origins, purposes, and legitimation of political communities and institutions. 
Focal topics include the basis of and relationship between religious and political authority, the 
ends of politics, the nature of political rationality and ideology, obedience and freedom, realism 
and idealism, liberty and equality, the meaning of citizenship, and the moral sources of political 
power.  
 
Part I: 
Plato, Republic 
Aristotle, Nicomachean Ethics  

The Politics 
Augustine, City of God: Book I; XII, pars. 1-8; XIV; XIX 
al-Farabi, The Political Regime 
Ibn Khaldun, The Muqaddimah (selections) 
Maimonides, The Guide for the Perplexed, II. 36-40 
​ ​ “Law of Kings” (Mishneh Torah) 
Thomas Aquinas, Summa Theologiae, 

I, Q. 79, Aa., 12, 13 
I-II, Qq. 90-97 
II-II, Qq. 10-11, 42, 47, 50, 57, 58, 61, 66 
On Kingship 

Martin Luther,  
“The Freedom of the Christian” 
“On Secular Authority: To What Extent It Should Be Obeyed” 
“Against the Murdering and Robbing Hordes of Peasants” 

Menno Simons, “On the Ban,” in Spiritual and Anabaptist Writers, pp. 261-271 
Francisco de Vitoria, On the American Indians (De Indis) 
Bartholome de Las Casas, A Short Account of the Destruction of the Indies 
Niccolo Machiavelli,  

The Prince 
​ The Discourses 
Christine de Pizan, The Book of the Body Politic 
John Calvin, Institutes on the Christian Religion, Bk III, Chap. 19, pars. 1-5, 15-16; Bk IV, Chap.  

20 
Thomas Hobbes, Leviathan, Introduction; Books 1, 2 
John Locke,  

Second Treatise of Government 



Letter Concerning Toleration 
J. J. Rousseau, The Social Contract 
G.W.F Hegel, The Philosophy of Right (Part III) 
Mary Wollstonecraft, A Vindication of the Rights of Women 
Abraham Lincoln, “Second Inaugural Address” 
Douglass, Frederick. Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass 
Karl Marx, Capital (selections) 
John Stuart Mill, On Liberty 
Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Solitude of Self 
John Dewey, The Public and Its Problems 
Hermann Cohen, "The Social Ideal by Plato and the Prophets" 
Carl Schmitt, Political Theology 
Arthuer Hertzberg, The Zionist Idea 
Dorothy Day, Selected Writings 
Gandhi, Selected Political Writings  
Martin Luther King, I Have a Dream  
Ransby, Barbara. Ella Baker and the Black Freedom Movement 
Cox, Oliver. Caste, Class and Race 
Reinhold Niebuhr, The Children of the Light and the Children of Darkness 
Encyclicals (selection including Rerum Novarum, Mater et Magistra, Pacem in Terris, Gaudium  

et Spes, Veritatis Splendor, Laudato Si) 
John Rawls, A Theory of Justice  
Imam Khomeini, Islamic Government 
Gustavo Gutierrez, Essential Writings, edited with an Introduction by James B. Nickoloff  
Michael Walzer, Spheres of Justice: A Defense of Pluralism and Equality 
​ ​ (ed.) The Jewish Political Tradition (selections) 
Seyla Benhabib, Situating the Self 
Richard Rorty, Contingency, Irony, and Solidarity 
Susan Moller Okin, Justice, Gender, and the Family 
Charles Mills, The Racial Contract 
Stephen Gardiner, A Perfect Moral Storm 
Jeffrey Stout, Democracy and Tradition 
Jonathan Tran, Asian Americans and the Spirit of Racial Capitalism  
Sherman Jackson, The Islamic Secular  
 
 
 
Part II:  
In consultation with the examiners for this exam, students should choose texts by three additional 
thinkers whose work relates to religion, culture, and society.  


