RELIGIOUS ETHICS 2 a&b
MORAL THEORY AND PHILOSOPHICAL ETHICS

This examination requires students to demonstrate knowledge of moral theory and philosophical
ethics. The list as noted below is known as RETH 2a

Students who wish to focus on a particular religious tradition not heavily featured on this list
may, in consultation with their examiners, substitute up to half of these texts with texts about
moral theory and philosophical ethics from the tradition in question. This modified list is known
as RETH 2b.

Part I:
Plato, The Republic
Aristotle, Nicomachean Ethics
Maimonides, Guide for the Perplexed (selections)
al-Farabi, The Perfect State
Ibn Rushd, The Decisive Treatise
Thomas Aquinas, Summa Theologiae. 1-1, QQ. 1-25; I-1I, QQ. 49-89, 90-108.
Thomas Hobbes, Leviathan, Pts. 1, 2
David Hume, Inquiry Concerning the Principles of Morals
Immanuel Kant,
Groundwork for the Metaphysics of Morals
The Critique of Practical Reason
“What is Enlightenment?”
John Stuart Mill, Utilitarianism
Georg W. F. Hegel, Natural Law
Arthur Schopenhauer,The Basis of Morality

Friedrich Nietzsche,On the Genealogy of Morals



G. E. Moore, Principia Ethica

Muhammad Igbal, The Reconstruction of Religious Thought in Islam

Iris Murdoch, The Sovereignty of Good

Philippa Foot, Natural Goodness

G. E. M. Anscombe, “Modern Moral Philosophy”

Alasdair Maclntyre, After Virtue

Robert Adams, Finite and Infinite Goods

Hannah Arendt, The Human Condition

J. Baird Callicott, Thinking Like a Planet

John Dewey, The Public and Its Problem

John Rawls, 4 Theory of Justice

Paul Ricoeur, Oneself as Another

Bernard Williams, Ethics and the Limits of Philosophy
Martha Nussbaum, Upheavals of Thought

Miranda Fricker, Epistemic Injustice

Peter Singer, Animal Liberation

Mara Benjamin, The Obligated Self

PART II:
In consultation with the examiners for this exam, students should choose texts by three additional
thinkers whose work relates to core themes of theological ethics.



