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Mircea Eliade Professor of Chinese Philosophy, Religion and Comparative Thought

Divinity School

University of Chicago

PROFESSIONAL INTERESTS

Chinese philosophy, religion and culture; Buddhist philosophy and culture; comparative philosophy; ontology; metaphysics; ethics; epistemology; Neo-Tiantai thought

EDUCATION:

1986


B.A. 

Chinese: University of Chicago

1986-7




Inter-University Program for Chinese 





Language Studies in Taipei

1991
M.A.

Chinese/Philosophy: University of 

Michigan, Ann Arbor

1996


Ph.D.

Chinese/Philosophy: University of

Michigan, Ann Arbor

Dissertation Title: What’s So Good About Evil: Value and Anti-value in Tiantai Thought and its Antecedents.  (Advisor, Donald J. Munro, University of Michigan, 1996).

HONORS, AWARDS AND FELLOWSHIPS:

1986

B.A. With Honors, University of Chicago

1986

Member of Phi Beta Kappa

1987

Full tuition waiver, Inter-University Program, Taipei

1989

Regents Fellowship, University of Michigan (Declined)

1989

Luce Foundation Fellowship, American Council of Learned Societies 

1990-1

FLAS Scholarship, University of Michigan 

1991-2

FLAS Scholarship, University of Michigan

1992
Discretionary award for summer internship at the Institute of Chinese Literature and Philosophy, Academia Sinica, Taiwan, Republic of China; University of Michigan

1992-3

FLAS Scholarship, University of Michigan

1994

Rackham Predoctoral Fellowship (Declined)

1994
National Endowment for the Humanities Dissertation Grant (Declined)

1994

Charlotte Newcombe Dissertation Fellowship (Woodrow Wilson 


Foundation)

1994-5

Chiang Ching-kuo Foundation Scholarship (ACLS)

1995
Department of Education Fulbright-Hays Fellowship for Dissertation Research (in Taiwan)

1996

Rackham Dissertation Fellowship, University of Michigan

1997

Academia Sinica Post-Doctoral Fellowship (Declined)

1999

URGC Grant for research in Dunhuang, China

2001-2

Fulbright Fellowship for Research in Taiwan (Academia Sinica)

2002-4 URGC Grant for Research in Japan and Taiwan

2005-6 Fulbright Fellowship for Research in Taiwan (Huafan University)

2005-6 
National Endowment for the Humanities/American Council of 


Learned Societies Research Fellowship

EMPLOYMENT EXPERIENCE:

1987-1989:
Full-time employment as translator (Chinese to English) in the Antiquities Department, National Palace Museum, Taipei.

Summer, 1992: 
Internship at Institute of Chinese Literature and Philosophy, Academia Sinica, Nan-kang, Taipei.

Sept-Dec., 1993:
Employment as Lecturer (in pre-Qin Chinese Philosophy and Introduction to Buddhism) by Department of Asian Languages and Cultures, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor.

Jan.-May, 1994:
Employment as Lecturer, teaching Seminar in "Attitudes Toward Evil in Chinese Philosophical Literature," Department of Asian Languages and Cultures, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor.

Feb-May, 1995:
Attendance of courses in Tiantai, Huayan and traditional



Chinese Thought at Chung-hwa Institute of Buddhist Studies,



Pei-t’ou, Taipei, Taiwan, R.O.C.

Sept, 1996-
Employment as Visiting Assistant Professor, teaching courses on 

-April, 1997
Classical
Chinese Philosophy, Later Chinese Philosophy, and Taoism in the Western World, in the Department of Asian Languages and Cultures and Philosophy Department of the University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, Michigan

Sept, 1997-
Employment as Visiting Assistant Professor of Chinese History,

June, 1998
Department of East Asian Languages and Cultures, Harvard University; courses taught include “History of Classical Chinese Philosophy,” “Taoist Religion and Philosophy,” and “Readings in Song Buddhist Texts”

May-June, 1998
Teaching class on “The Western Study of Buddhism” (in Chinese) at Chung-hwa Institute of Buddhist Studies, Pei-t’ou, Taipei, Taiwan, Republic of China 

2001

Visiting Professor, Chung-hwa Institute of Buddhist Studies, Taiwan

2001-2002 Visiting Scholar, Academia Sinica, Nankang, Taiwan

2005-2006 Visiting Scholar, Huafan University, Shiding, Taiwan

Fall, 2007
Visiting Scholar, Department of Philosophy, National University of Singapore

1998-2004

Assistant Professor, Departments of Philosophy and Religious Studies (joint appointment), Northwestern University, Evanston, Illinois

2004-2010
Associate Professor, Departments of Philosophy and 


Religious Studies (joint appointment), Northwestern 


University, Evanston, llinois

2010-2012
Professor, Departments of Philosophy and Religious 


Studies (joint appointment), Northwestern University, 


Evanston, Illinois

2011-2013
Visiting Professor, Philosophy Department, National 


University of Singapore

2012-2021  
Professor of Chinese Religion, Philosophy and 



Comparative Thought, Divinity School, University of Chicago
2021-Present
Mircea Eliade Professor of Chinese Religion, Philosophy and Comparative Thought, Divinity School, University of Chicago

PUBLICATIONS

Books:

Evil And/Or/As the Good: Omnicentric Holism, Intersubjectivity and Value Paradox in Tiantai Buddhist Thought.  Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 2000.
The Penumbra Unbound: The Neo-Taoist Philosophy of Guo Xiang. Albany: SUNY Press, 2003.

Being and Ambiguity: Philosophical Experiments with Tiantai Buddhism.  Chicago: Open Court Press, 2004.

Shan yu e: tiantai sixiang de quanzhonglun, xianghuzhutixing yu jiazhi diaogui 善與惡：天台佛教思想中的遍中整體論、相互主體性與價值弔詭. Translation into Chinese of my book Evil and/or/as the Good (Cambridge: Harvard, 2000), translated in collaboration with Professor Wu Zhongwei of Suzhou University, People’s Republic of China). Shanghai: shanghai gujichubanshe, 2007.

Zhuangzi: The Essential Writings with Selections from Traditional Commentaries.  Indianapolis: Hackett Publishing Company, 2009.

Ironies of Oneness and Difference: Coherence in Early Chinese Thought. A Prolegomena to the Study of Li 理 Albany: State University of New York Press, 2012.
Beyond Oneness and Difference: Li 理 and Coherence in Chinese Buddhist Thought and its Antecedents.  Albany: State University of New York Press, 2013.
Emptiness and Omnipresence: An Essential Introduction to Tiantai Buddhism.  Bloomington: University of Indiana Press, 2016.
Zhuangzi: The Complete Writings (Translation, Introduction, Notes).  Indianapolis: Hackett Publishing Company, 2020.

Daodejing (Translation, Introduction, Notes).   New York: Liveright Publishing.  Forthcoming 2023.

Daodejing (Translation, Introduction, Notes, Commentary).  New York: Norton Library. Forthcoming 2024.
空與遍, a translation of my 2016 book Emptiness and Omnipresence, translated by Professor Chen Guo.   Taipei: Wunan Publishers, 2023.
Yi yu yi zhi fanfeng: zhonguosixiangzhongde lianguan chengxing一與異之反諷：中國思想中的連貫成形 (translation of Ironies of Oneness and Difference, translated by Professor Peng Rong).   Hangzhou: Zhejiang University Press, 2023.
Yi yu yi zhi wai一與異之外 (translation of Beyond Oneness and Difference, translated by Professor Huang Pingzheng).   Hangzhou: Zhejiang University Press, in progress.
Translation of The Penumbra Unbound, translated into Chinese by Professor Chia-yu Hsu, in progress.
Experiments in Mystical Atheism: Godless Epiphanies from Daoism to Spinoza and Beyond, University of Chicago Press, 2024.
In Progress:

Death Time Perception: Across Epicurus and Spinoza and Schopenhauer and Nietzsche and James and Borges and Heidegger and Levinas and Dogen and Tiantai Buddhism to a Reinterrogation of Perception of Time of Death 

Routledge Companion to Chinese Philosophy, co-edited with Stephen Walker (scheduled for 2026)
Translation of Beyond Oneness and Difference, translation into Chinese by Prof. Shengping Huang (in progress)
Articles:

“The Self-so and its Traces in the Thought of Guo Xiang,” Philosophy East and West, 43:3, July, 1993: 511-539.

"Anti-Chan Polemics in Post-Tang Tiantai," Journal of the International Association of Buddhist Studies, Volume 17, Number 1, Summer 1994: 26-65.

"Temporal Paradoxes: The Intersections of Time Present and Time Past in the Song Ci," Chinese Literature: Essays, Articles, Reviews, Volume 17, December, 1995: 89-109.

"Spatio-Temporal Order in Yang Xiong's 楊雄 Taixuan jing 太玄經," Early Medieval China, Volume 2, 1995-96: 40-85.

"Remarks Toward a General Aesthetics, Based on Principles in the Philosophy of Hsiung Shih-li," National Palace Museum Bulletin, Volume XXX, Numbers 5 &6, November-December 1995, January-February 1996: 1-30.

"You xianghu zhuti xing de lichang lun Tiantai zong jige jiben guanjian guannian, yiji shanjia yu shanwai zhi zheng," 由相互主體性的立場論天台宗幾個基本關鍵觀念以及山家與山外之爭 (in Chinese) (“Some Key Tiantai Concepts from an Intersubjective Perspective, and its Implications for Understanding the Controversy Between the Shanjia and Shanwai of the Song Dynasty”), Zhonghua Foxue xuebao,#10, July 1997: 363-382. 

 “What is the Buddha Looking At?  The Importance of Intersubjectivity in the T’ien-t’ai Tradition as Understood by Chih-li,” in Buddhism in the Sung, ed. Getz and Gregory (Honolulu: Hawaii, 1999): 442-476.

“How to Will Backwards: Time, Forgetting and Repetition in the Lotus Sutra,”  Zhonghua Foxue xuebao,# 13, May, 2000: 29-62.

“Set-up, Punch-line and the Mind-Body Problem: A Neo-Tiantai Approach,” Philosophy East and West, 50:4, October, 2000: 584-613.

“Inherent Entailment (xingju) and Negative Prehensions:  Givenness, the Agency of the Past, and the Presence of the Absent in Whitehead and the T’ien-t’ai Reading of the Lotus Sutra,” Journal of Chinese Philosophy, July 2001: 399-413.

“How Many Are the Ten Thousand Things and I?  Relativism, Mysticism, and the Privileging of Oneness in the ‘Inner Chapters’” Hiding the World in the World: Uneven Discourses on the Zhuangzi, ed. Scott Cook, (Albany: SUNY, October, 2003): 33-63.

“The Tiantai School,” encylopedia article in The Encyclopedia of Buddhism, ed. Robert Buswell, (New York: Macmillan, 2004): 845-851.

“Zhiyi,” encylopedia article in The Encyclopedia of Buddhism, ed. Robert Buswell, (New York: Macmillan, 2004), 927-928.

“Mohezhiguan,” encylopedia article in The Encyclopedia of Buddhism, ed. Robert Buswell, (New York: Macmillan, 2004), 548-549.

“Zhili,” encylopedia article in The Encyclopedia of Buddhism, ed. Robert Buswell, (New York: Macmillan, 2004), 926-927.

“Li (‘Principle, Coherence’) in Chinese Buddhism,” Journal of Chinese Philosophy, Anniversary Issue, Vol. 30, #384, December 2003: 501-524.

“Hitler, the Holocaust, and the Tiantai Doctrine of Evil as the Good: A Response to David R. Loy,” Philosophy East and West, Vol. 55, Issue 2, April 2005: 329-347.

“Whitehead and Tiantai: Eternal Objects and the ‘Twofold Three Thousand’,” in Wenyu Xie, Zhihe Wang, George E. Derfer, eds., Whitehead and China: Relevance and Relationship (Lancaster: Ontos Verlag, 2006): 113-136.

“Xuanming: Wang Bi han Guo Xiang de li,” in Zhongguo zhexueshi, Vol. 3, 2006. 玄冥:王弼和郭象的理, 中国哲学史 2006年03期: 1-17.
“Ineradicable Frustration and Liberation in Tiantai Buddhism,” in Wenyu Xie, Zhihe Wang, George E. Derfer, eds., The Roar of Awakening. A Whiteheadian Dialogue Between Western Psychotherapies and Eastern Worldviews (Whitehead Psychology Nexus Studies Series, Vol. 3), (Lancaster: Ontos Verlag, 2007): 109-125.

“Form, Principle, Pattern, or Coherence?  Li 理 in Chinese Philosophy,” Blackwell Philosophy Compass (online journal), March 2008: 1-50. 
“How the Tree Sees Me:  Sentience and Insentience in Tiantai and Merleau-Ponty,” in Jin Y. Park and Gereon Kopf, eds. Merleau-Ponty and Buddhism (Lanham, MD: Lexington Books, 2009): 61-82. 

“The Deluded Mind as World and Truth: Epistemological Implications of Tiantai Doctrine and Praxis in Jingxi Zhanran’s Jingangpi and Zhiguan yili,” in Jay L. Garfield and William Edelglass, eds., Buddhist Philosophy: Essential Readings (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2009): 238-250.

“Li in Wang Bi and Guo Xiang: Coherence in the Dark,” in Alan K.L. Chan and Yuet-Keung Lo, eds., Philosophy and Religion in Early Medeival China  (Albany: State University of New York Press, 2010): 1-33.

“Chinese Buddhist Philosophy,” in Jay L. Garfield, ed., Oxford Handbook of World Philosophy (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2010).

“Guo Xiang: The Self-so and the Repudiation-cum-Reaffirmation of Deliberate Action and Knowledge,” in Dao Companion to Daoist Philosophy, Liu Xiaogan, editor (Springer, 2010).


“Mind and its ‘Creation’ of All Phenomena in Tiantai Buddhism,” Journal of Chinese Philosophy 37 (2):156-180 (June 2010).

“Tiantai Buddhist Conceptions of ‘the Nature’ and its Relation to the Mind,” Journal of Chinese Philosophy, 37 (3):493-512 (October 2010).

“The Platform Sutra and Chinese Philosophy,” in Readings of the Platform Sutra, edited by Stephen Teiser and Morten Schlutter (Princeton University Press, January, 2012).

“’Centrality,’ ‘Principle’ and the Formation of the ‘Substance/Function’ (Ti/Yong) Dyad: Wang Bi (226-249) at the Font of Chinese Metaphysics 以王弼為出發點漫談中、理、體、用等範疇之形成“to be published in Conference Proceedings from New Directions in Chinese Philosophy, Cheng Chung-ying, editor (New Asia Academic Press, Chinese University of Hong Kong, forthcoming).

“Guo Xiang,” entry in International Encyclopedia of Ethics, Wiley and Blackwell, 2012.

“Spinoza and the Self-Overcoming of Solipsism,” Comparative and Continental Philosophy, Volume IV, Number 1, August, 2012.

“On Sort Of Knowing: The Daoist Unhewn,” Common Knowledge: A Symposium on the Consequence of Blur, Part 4: Volume 19, Issue 1, Winter 2013.

“The Three Truths in Tiantai Buddhism,” in A Companion to Buddhist Philosophy, Steven Emmanuel, ed, Cambridge University Press, 2013.

“Rafting Rafts Raft Rafting Rafts: A Comment on Deguchi, Garfield and Priest’s ‘The Way of the Dialetheist: Contradictions in Buddhism,’” Philosophy East and West, Volume 63, Number 3, July 2013.

“The Use of the Li Hexagram in Chan Buddhism and its This-Worldly Implications,” in Shengyanyanjiu, Volume 3, May 2012, pp. 83-124.

“Hearing the Absolute Hearing: Alternate Interpretations of the ‘Guanyinyuantong’ Passage of the Surangama Sutra,” Shengyan yanjiu, Volume 5, 2014.

“The Importance of Being God-less: The Inadvertent Universe and China’s Spiritual Legacy,” Journal of Chinese Philosophy, Volume 41, Issue 51, December 2014. 

作为哲学家的庄子 “Zuewei zhexuejia de Zhuangzi” (Zhuangzi as a Philosopher)， 商丘师范学院学报 Journal of Shangqiu Normal University, Vol. 31, No. 4, April 2015.
论玄知：道家之朴 “Lun xuanzhi: Daojia zhi pu”(On Unknowing: The Daoist Unhewn), 商丘师范学院学报 Journal of Shangqiu Normal University, Vol. 31, No. 5, May 2015.
“What Does the Law of Non-Contradiction Tell Us, If Anything,” in The Philosophical Challenge from China, Brian Bruya, ed., (Cambridge: MIT Press, 2015.
“Harmony as Substance: Zhang Zai's Monism of Polar Relations,” in Chinese Metaphysics and its Problems, edited by Franklin Perkins and Chenyang Li (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2015).

“Tiantai Buddhism,” article for Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy (online), 2015.

“Omnidesire as the Ending of Desire: Zarathustra, Mahāyāna, Tiantai,” Journal of Nietzsche Studies, 46:1, Spring 2015

“Missed Exit: How the Hegel of 1802 Almost Became a Chinese Philosopher” Journal of Chinese Philosophy, January 2019.
“Wholly Imaginary, Absolutely Real: Zhiyi’s Treatment of Guanyin,” 聖嚴研究Shengyan yanjiu, 2019.
“Zhu Xi on the Consciousness and Unconsciousness of the Mind of Heaven and Earth: Cross-Cultural Considerations of Ontological Theism and Atheism in Honor of the Work of Professor Donald Munro,” in An Yanming and Bryan Bruya, editors, New Life of Old Ideas: Chinese Philosophy in the Contemporary World.  Hong Kong: Chinese University of Hong Kong Press, 2018.
“The Ti- Yong 體用 Model and Its Discontents: Models of Ambiguous Priority in Chinese Buddhism and Zhu Xi’s Neo- Confucianism,” chapter in John Makeham, editor,  The Buddhist Roots of Zhu Xi’s Philosophical Thought, pp. 193-276.  Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2018
“Seng Zhao’s ‘Prajna Has No Knowledge’: Collapsing the Two Truths From Critique to Affirmation,” in Journal of Indian Philosophy, April, 2019.

“Confucianism and the Inadvertantly Interpersonal Universe: Sacred Humanity Beyond Personhood,” in Hangzhou International Journal of Comparative Philosophy, forthcoming.

赖锡三、何乏笔，任博克 “有关任博克的 Wild Card 的讨论：任博克的回应”“Youguan Ren Boke de Wild Card de taolun: Ren Boke de huiying” (Discussion Regarding Brook Ziporyn’s Wild Card: Ziporyn’s Response”) (with Fabian Heubel and Lai Xisan), in 商丘师范学院学报 Journal of Shangqiu Normal University, Volume 34, No. 5, May 2018.
“Philosophy, Quo Vadis?   Buddhism and the Academic Study of Philosophy,” Newsletter of the American Philosophical Association, 2019.
有关气与理的超越、吊诡、反讽：从庄子延伸到理学与佛学的讨论

(“On transcendence, paradox and irony in the relations of vital force and coherence: from Zhuangzi to Neo-Confucianism and Buddhism) (with Fabian Heubel and Lai Xisan)， 商丘師範學院學報 Journal of Shangqiu Normal University, Vol. 36, No. 4, April 2020.

“Zhuangzi,” encyclopedia entry for The Encyclopedia of the Philosophy of Religion, edited by Stewart Goetz and Charles Taliaferro (Wiley-Blackwell, 2021).
“The Nihilist Virtuoso: Chumming With and Dissolving the Creator in Zhuangzi’s Perspectival Mirror,” in Hans-Georg Moeller and Andrew Whitehead, editors, Critique and Subversion in Chinese Philosophy.  Bloomsbury, 2021.

“Divergent Conceptions of Harmony from the Zhuangzi,” in Harmony in Chinese Thought: A Philosophical Introduction, edited by Chenyang Li, Sai Hang Kwok and Dascha During.  Washington: Rowman and Littlefield, 2021.

“Why Chinese Buddhist Philosophy,” Journal of Buddhist Philosophy, Volume 3, October, 2021.

「老子」：损有余补不足的天均永续之道 (“Laozi’s ‘Diminishing of the Excessive and Augmentation of the Insufficient” and the Dao as Perpetual Continuation of Heaven’s Potter’s Wheel.” Journal of Shangqiu Normal University 商丘师范大学学报, Volume 37, No. 11, November 2021.  

[老子」：正言若反，不笑不足为道的吊诡、反讽之道  (“Laozi: The Paradoxical and Ironic Dao According to Laozi’s ‘True Words Seem Reversed’ and ‘What is Not Laughed At Cannot be Dao.’”  Journal of Shangqiu Normal University 商丘师范大学学报, Volume 38, No. 1, January 2022.

「齐物论」的儒墨是非与两行之道：吊诡、反讽、幽默的不道之道 (Zhuangzi’s “Equalizing Assessments” Chapter on the Affirmations and Negations of Confucianism and Mohism, and the Dao of Walking Both At Once: Paradox, Irony, Humor in the Dao Which is No Dao.”  Journal of Shangqiu Normal University 商丘师范大学学报, Volume 38, No. 2, February 2022.

“Dao ist das Gegenteil Gottes.  Die Kritik zweckgeleiten Handelns im Laozi,” translated into German by Fabien Heubel, in Deutsche Zeitschrift Für Philosophie, Zweimonatsschrift der Internationalen Philosophischen Forschung, 2021, Band 69, Heft 5.
Substantial supplement (8000 words) added to “Tiantai Buddhism” entry in Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy, published online November 13, 2022.
“The Rediscovery of the Superdeterminate: Alexander Douglas and the Meeting of Spinoza and Zhuangzi.” Res Philosophica 101, no. 3 (2024): 619-627.
Foreword for Freedom’s Frailty: Self-Realization in the Neo-Daoist Philosophy of Guo Xiang by Christine Tan (State University of New York Press, 2024).  
Foreword for Absolute Dialetheism by Gregory Moss (forthcoming, 2026). 
BOOK REVIEWS:

Burton Watson, The Vimalakirti Sutra, Journal of Asian Studies, Vol. 57, #1, 1998: 205-206.

Peter Hershock, Liberating Intimacy: Enlightenment and Social Virtuosity in Ch’an Buddhism, Philosophy East and West, Vol. 48, Number 3, July, 1998: 366-368.

Dale Wright, Philosophical Meditations on Zen Buddhism, Journal of the American Academy of Religion (68/3), Fall, 2000: 683-687.

Shu-hsien Liu, Essentials of Contemporary Neo-Confucian Philosophy, China Review International, no. 45, 2005: 1-7.

Kristofer Schipper and Franciscus Verellen, eds., The Taoist Canon: A Historical Companion to the Daozang, Journal of Asian Studies, 66, no. 4, 2007: 1128-1129.
Hans-Georg Moeller, The Moral Fool: A Case for Amorality, Dao: A Journal of Comparative Philosophy (Dao: A Journal of Comparative Philosophy, September 2010)

Paul L. Swanson, translation and commentary.  T’ien-T’ai Chih-I’s Mo-ho Chih-kuan: Clear Serenity, Quiet Insight.   (H-Buddhism Journal, online.)
Frequent peer review of submissions to Philosophy East and West, Dao: A Journal of Comparative Philosophy, Journal of Religion, Journal of the American Association of Asian Studies, and The Journal of Chinese Philosophy.

PROFESSIONAL TALKS:

“Ethical Anti-moralism in Early Confucianism,” presented at Midwest Conference on Asian Affairs, Bloomington, Indiana, November,1990.

“The Self-so and its Traces in the Thought of Guo Xiang,” presented at Early China Conference, Ann Arbor, Michigan, March, 1991.

“Eighty-one Kinds of Space and Time in Yang Xiong’s Taixuan Jing,” presented at Early China Conference, Chicago, October, 1992.

“‘Temporal Puns’ in the Chinese Lyric,” presented at 34th Annual Meeting of the American Association of Chinese Studies, Novi, Michigan, October, 1992.

"Parallelism and Polarity," Humanities Seminar, University of Michigan in Ann Arbor, April, 1994.

"You xianghu zhuti xing de lichang lun Tiantai zong jige jiben guanjian guannian, yiji shanjia shanwai zhi zheng," (in Chinese) (“Some Key Tiantai Concepts from an Intersubjective Perspective, and its Implications for Understanding the Controversy Between the Shanjia and Shanwai of the Song Dynasty”), paper presented at "Tiantai zong de lishi yu sixiang xueshu yantaohui,"  held at National Taiwan University, December 16-17, 1995. 

"What is the Buddha Looking At?  The Importance of Intersubjectivity in the Tiantai Tradition as Understood by Siming Zhili (960-1026)," paper presented at Conference on Song Buddhism at Urbana, Illinois, April 20-22, 1996.  

“The All-pervading Dung Beetle: Zhili’s Concept of Identity,” paper presented at 45th Annual Meeting of the Midwest Conference on Asian Affairs, Champaign, Illinois, October 11-13, 1996.

“How Many Are the Ten Thousand Things and I?: The Performative Truth of Zhuangzi’s Radical Relativism,” paper presented at 49th Annual Meeting of the Association for Asian Studies, Chicago, Illinois, March 15, 1997.

“Social Metaphors of the Whole and Their Consequences,” paper presented at 16th Annual Conference on Global and Multicultural Dimensions of Ancient and Medieval Philosophy and Social and Literary Thought, Institute of Global Cultural Studies, Binghamton University, State University of New York, October 25, 1997.

“Forgive Them, For They Know What They Do: Zhili’s Defense of Sin,” paper delivered at the 1997 Annual Meeting of the American Academy of Religion, San Francisco, November 24, 1997.

“Zhiyi’s Notion of Truth and its Chinese Antecedents,” paper delivered at the Harvard Buddhist Studies Forum, February 23, 1998.

“How to Will Backwards: Time, Repetition and Forgetting in the Lotus Sutra,” paper delivered at the IV International Conference on the Lotus Sutra, Leiden University, Leiden, The Netherlands, May 1-3, 1998.

“Zhengtilun yu Zhongguo Fojiao sixiang” (in Chinese) (“Holism and Chinese Buddhist Thought”), paper given at Chunghwa Institute of Buddhist Studies, Taipei, Taiwan, Republic of China, December 23, 1998.

“Mantan Siming Zhili de ‘Mowaiwufo fowaiwumo’” (in Chinese) (“On Siming Zhili’s Word: ‘No Buddha outside the devil, no devil outside the Buddha”), paper given at Chunghwa Institute of Buddhist Studies, Taipei, Republic of China, January 9, 1999.

“Lengyanjing renyingmitou jingzi piyu chutan” (in Chinese) (“Initial Theses on the Use of the Mirror Metaphor, and the Confusion of the Head in the Recognition of the Reflection, in the Surangama Sutra”), paper given at Chunghwa Institute of Buddhist Studies, Taipei, Republic of China, January 16, 1999.

“Li (‘Principle, Pattern’) Before Neo-Confucianism,” paper given at Early China Workshop, University of Chicago, March 5, 1999.

“Memory and the Written Record,” panel discussant at the 51st Annual Meeting of the Association for Asian Studies, Boston, April 11, 1999.

“The Third Way: Qian Mu Beyond Individualism and Collectivism,” paper given at the 41st Annual Conference of the American Association for Chinese Studies, in conjunction with the 10th Anniversary of the Chiang Ching-kuo Foundation for International Scholarly Exchange, and co-sponsored by the Library of Congress and the Association of Chinese Social Scientists in North America, Arlington, Virginia,  April 17, 1999.

“Good Things We Ate: Lin Yutang and Chinese Cultural Identity,” paper given at the International Conference on Chinese Literary Culture in the Age of Globalization: Inter-Continental Perspectives, University of Vienna, in cooperation with the American Association of Chinese Comparative Literature and the Academy of Sciences, Bratislava, in Vienna, Austria, June 10, 1999.

“Chutan wuzhiwenhua yu sixiang zhi ji; tiantai jiaoyi yu Dunhuang Fahua bian,” (“Preliminary researches into the interface of philosophy and material culture: Tiantai doctrine and Lotus Sutra paintings at Dunhuang”), talk given (in Chinese) at conference on Merit and Opulence in Chinese Buddhism, Dunhuang, People’s Republic of China, July 6, 1999.

“Time and Identity in Tiantai Commentaries to the Lotus Sutra,” paper given at Critical Moments in Chinese Buddhism conference, University of Illinois, Champagne-Urbana, October 30, 1999. 

“Yin-Yang Thought in Early Chan Buddhism,” lecture presented at the University of Michigan, Center for Chinese Studies, February 22, 2000.

“Light and Darkness, Lord and Servant in Dongshan’s Five Ranks,” Annual Roberts Lecture, Grinnell College, March 6, 2000.

“The Status of the Undisclosed in Whitehead and the Lotus Sutra: Inherent Entailment and Negative Prehensions,” paper given at the Sixth International Conference on The Lotus Sutra: The Lotus Sutra and Process Thought, Rissho-Kosei Kai, Fukushima-ken, Japan, July 15, 2000.

“Enumerating the Imaginary: Hermeneutic Issues in the Depiction of the Non-existent Carts from the Lotus Sutra,” paper given at the Conference on Merit and Opulence in Chinese Buddhism, Beijing University, Beijing, China, June 27, 2001.

Chair, “Interpreting Tiantai Thought” panel, biannual Conference on Topics in Buddhist Studies, Chung-hwa Institute of Buddhist Studies, November 17, 2001.

“Polemics on the Meaning of Coherence in Song Tiantai,” presentation given to the Foreign Scholars of Buddhism in Taiwan group, Taipei, December 2, 2001.

Chair, “Issues in Translation of Buddhist Texts,” Fourth Chung-hwa International Conference on Buddhism: The Role of Buddhism in the 21st Century, Academia Sinica, Taiwan, January 20, 2002.

“The Sinologist as Rootless Cosmopolitan,” presentation given at the Fulbright China Research Forum, “New Voices in Sinology” panel, Hong Kong University, Hong Kong, March 29, 2002.

“Content and Category in Whitehead and Tiantai: Eternal Objects and the Twofold Three Thousand,” paper given at the First International Conference on Whitehead and China in the New Millenium, National Normal University, Beijing, China, June 19, 2002.

“Li as Coherence in Huayan and Tiantai Buddhism: a Preliminary Analysis,” presented to Foreign Scholars of Buddhism Association, Rissho-Kosei Kai, Tokyo, Japan, June 16, 2003.

“Theism and Atheism in Chinese Religions,” presented to the Secular Humanist Association of Chicago, University of Illinois, Chicago Campus, April 4, 2004.

Commentator on Colloquium: Social and Political Philosophy, “A Confucian Approach to Human Rights” (May Sim), The American Philosophical Association, Central Division, One Hundred First Annual Meeting, Chicago, Illinois, April 24, 2004.

“Theist and Atheist Ethical Traditions in Chinese Thought,” presented to Ethical Human Society, Skokie, Illinois, May 2, 2004.

“Mind and Nature in Zhanran,” Harvard Humanities Center Buddhist Studies Forum, Februrary 7, 2005.

“Memory and Creative Recontextualization in the Tiantai Reading of the Lotus: A Clue from Zhanran on the Multiple Valence of the Past.”  The 8th Symposium of Confucianism/Buddhism Communication and Philosophy of Culture: History and Memory, Huafan University, Taiwan, March 5-7, 2005.

“Sin as Repentance in Tiantai Buddhism,”  presented at the Symposium on Evil: Theodicy Revisited, Boston University, April 23-25, 2005.

“Mind-nature, Mind’s nature, Mind/Nature, Mind and Nature, or the Nature as the Mind?   Zhanran’s usage of the term Xinxing,” The Tenth Annual Lotus Sutra Conference: The Lotus Sutra and Tiantai/Tendai Thought, Rissho-Kosei-Kai, held at Beijing Normal University, Beijing, People’s Republic of China, May 21-26, 2005.

“Mind-contemplation and Inherence-Contemplation in Tiantai Buddhist Praxis,”  Conference on Chinese Buddhism, University of the West, Los Angeles, California, June 10-12, 2005.

“Coherence in the Dark:  Li in Wang Bi and Guo Xiang,” ICAS Conference on Medieval Chinese Thought, Shanghai, People’s Republic of China, August 20-24, 2005.

“Sanctioned Transgression in Chinese Ethical Thought,” Fulbright China Spring Conference, Hong Kong University, February 10, 2006.

“Erdi de zhufa pingdeng yu sandi de zhufa pingdeng,” (“The Equality of all dharmas in the context of the Two Truths and in the context of the Three Truths”) 二諦的諸法平等與三諦的諸法平等 talk given (in Chinese) at Symposium: the Concept of Equality in Buddhism, Huafan University, March 12, 2006.

“Tiantai Thought and Modern Philosophy” (in Chinese), lecture given at Huafan University, Taipei, Taiwan, May 8, 2006.

“Hitler, the Holocaust and the Tiantai Doctrine of Ineradicable Evil Inherent in Buddhahood,” lecture given at University of Chicago Divinity School, October 15, 2006.

“Evil and Conventional Truth in Chinese Buddhist Thought,” lecture delivered at Boston University Institute for Philosophy and Religion, in collaboration with Harvard Buddhist Studies Forum, Boston, October 25, 2006.

“Alternatives  to Two-tiered  Metaphysics:  Zhuangzi, Xunzi, Tiantai,” paper delivered at International Conference on the Interaction of Concepts between Eastern and Western Philosophy, National Taiwan University, Taipei, Taiwan, November 21-24, 2006.

Respondent, “The Feminine Divine in Buddhism” panel, Feminine Divine Conference, Northwestern University, November 27-29, 2006.

“Perforation or Pendulum, Vertex or Vortex:  Making Sense of Li (Principle, Coherence),” paper delivered at University of Toronto, Toronto, Canada, February 2, 2007.

“From Wonder to Embarrassment:  David Hall and the Irony of the Infinite,” paper delivered at Asian Studies Development Program Conference, Seattle, Washington, March 8, 2007.

“The Deluded Mind as Truth: Tiantai Buddhist Epistemology,” paper delivered at Department of Philosophy, National University of Singapore, September 4, 2007.

“Li in Chinese Philosophy,” paper delivered at Department of Philosophy, National University of Singapore, September 18, 2007.

“Five Interpretations of Buddha-Nature,” delivered at Rissho Kosei-kai, Tokyo, Japan, February 29, 2008.

“Zhuangzi’s Wild Card: Second-order Skepticism as Monism in Early Daoism,” delivered at the Department of Philosophy, National University of Singapore, April 7, 2008.

“Water and Wave Versus Clay and Pot: Implications of a Metaphor in Tiantai and Huayan Buddhism,” delivered at Buddhist Discussion Symposium, Koseikai Gakurin, Tokyo, Japan, June 4, 2008.

“Truth’s Past Re/membered: Interdoxic Regard in the Lotus Sutra,” delivered at 12th International Conference on the Lotus Sutra, “The Lotus Sutra and Interfaith Dialogue,” Kona, Hawaii, March 23-27, 2009.

“The Tiantai Doctrine of Xinxing (Mind/Nature),” one week seminar conducted at Department of Philosophy,  Huafan University, Taiwan, Republic of China,  May 11-15, 2009.

“How Centrality and Principle Met Substance and Function: Wang Bi (226-249) at the

Font of Chinese Metaphysics 以王弼為出發點漫談中，理，體，用等範疇之形成” delivered at International Conference in Commenoration of the Centennial of the Birth of Tang Junyi, New Directions in Chinese Philosophy, Chinese University of Hong Kong, Hong Kong, May 17-22, 2009.

Lotus Sutra Translation Project Seminar, Hotoka, Japan, December 14-22, 2008; Suginami, Japan, April 3-9, 2009; December 15-21, 2009; March 29-April 3, 2010, December 17-23, 2010, March 11-18, 2011, June 2-9, 2011 and (forthcoming) December 8-15, 2011.

“Lotus Sutra Introductory,” “The Sravaka-Bodhisattva Relation,” “Retrospective Temporality,” “Ichinen Sanzen,” two day mini-course given at Rissho Kosei in North America (RKINA), Irvine, California, October 31-November 1, 2009.

“Mahayana Buddhism and the Lotus Sutra on Universal Buddhahood,” lecture given at University of California, Irvine, November 3, 2009.

“Spinoza, Zhuangzi and the Self-overcoming of Solipsism,” seminar given at Nanyang Technological University, Singapore, March 18, 2010.

“Daoist Sources of the Ti/Yong Paradigm,” paper given at First International Daoist Salon, Zhengzhou, People’s Republic of China, March 23, 2010.

“Comparative Metaphysical and Epistemological Issues in Spinoza and Daoism,” Keynote Address, Midwest Conference on Chinese Thought, Depaul University, Chicago, Illinois, April 30, 2010.

“Shitou Xiqian’s ‘Concordance of the Same and the Different’ and the This-Worldly Turn in Chinese Buddhism,” paper delivered at Shengyan Foundation International Conference of Buddhist Studies, Taipei, Taiwan, May 30, 2010.

“If Six Was Nine: The Nine Consciousness in Zhili’s Redaction of Tiantai Meditation,” paper given Annual Conference of the International Association of Buddhist Studies, June 28, 2011.

“Space, Extension and Transcendental Unity of Apperception: Thoughts on Tiantai, Spinoza and Kant,” paper given at Annual Conference of the International Assocation of Buddhist Studies, June 26, 2011.

“Contradiction as the Necessary Condition of Truth in Tiantai Buddhism,” paper for symposium “Contradictions in Buddhism” held at University of Kyoto, Kyoto Japan, November 26-28, 2011; all papers contracted to be published as a group in Philosophy East and West.   

Keynote Address, “The Importance of Being Godless: The Inadvertent Universe and China’s Spiritual Legacy,” First International Symposium on Chinese Culture and Religious Concord, Society for the Study of Religious Philosophy, Taiwan, ROC, December 17, 2011.

"The Other as My Future's Past: Strong Misreadings of Kumarajiva's Lotus Sutra Translation in Tiantai Buddhism and their Interaxiological Implications," paper delivered at University of Chicago, February 20, 2012.
“Living in the Buddha’s Past: The Lotus Sutra and Tiantai Buddhism on Interdoxic Regard Beyond Proselytizing Dogmatism, Nihilistic Skepticism, Agnostic Pragmatism and Tolerant Relativism,” paper delivered at Stanford University, February 22, 2012.

“Hearing the Absolute Hearing: Interpreting Guanyin’s Perfection of Hearing in the Lengyanjing,” paper delivered at Fourth International Shengyan Foundation Conference on Buddhist Studies, Taipie, Taiwan, June 3, 2012.

“Five Ways of Being Something, Nothing, and Everything: The Hewn and the Unhewn in the Daodejing,” paper delivered at 溝通與創造：中西哲學對話”國際學術討會
Zhejiang University, Hangzhou, People’s Republic of China, June 9, 2012.

“Rafting the Rafts,” paper delivered at “Thought and Practice in Tiantai Buddhism Conference,” Huafan University, Taiwan, June 16, 2012.

“On Immaculate Perception, Drunken Songs, and Omnidesire as the Ending of Desire: Zarathustra, Vimalakirti, Tiantai,” paper delivered at the 19th International Conference of the Friedrich Nietzsche Society, "Thus Spoke Zarathustra: Gateway to the Oeuvre (and Opening to the East)” University College Cork, Ireland, September 20-22, 2013.

“Ethical and Metaphysical Dimensions of Filial Piety: Reading the Xiaojing (Classic of Filial Piety) and Its Antecedents,” Conference on Ethics of Judaism and Confucianism, Shandong University, Jinan, People’s Republic of China, December 9, 2013.

“Why Does Zhu Xi Prevaricate So Consistently About the Li/Qi Relation?” paper presented at workshop on “Buddhist Sources of Neo-Confucianism,” Kauai, Hawaii, December 15, 2013.

“Materiality and Meaning in the Zhili/Zunshi Letters on The Profound Meaning of the Sutra of Golden Light,” paper presented (in Chinese) at Conference on Song Dynasty Epistolary Literature, Ching-hwa University, Hsin-chu, Taiwan, ROC, December 20, 2013.

“On the Epistemological Implications of the Daoist ‘Unhewn’,” talk presented at the Philosophy Department, Loyola Marymount University, Los Angelos, California, March 24, 2014.

“Neo-Confucian Epistemology,” chapter analysis and critique at workshop on An Introduction to Neo-Confucian Philosophy by Stephen Angle and Justin Tiwald (in progress), San Francisco State University, San Francisco, California, March 27, 2014.

“Dao as Source, Course, Stuff, Nothing, Center,” lecture given at State University of New York, Buffalo, New York, April 10, 2014.

“Against ‘Monistic’ Dualism: Shengyan’s Critique of Jesus,” delivered at Fifth International Conference on the Philosophy of Shengyan, Taipei, Taiwan, June 27, 2014.

“Seng Zhao’s Prajna Has No Knowledge: Toward the Collapse of the Two Truths,” paper delivered at Huafan International Conference on Madhyamaka and Language, Shiding, Taiwan, June 29, 2014.

“Mind-Only as Matter-Only in Tiantai Thought, presentation given at Workshop on Contradiction and Paradox in Chinese Buddhism, hosted and invited by Jay Garfield, Head of Philosophy Department, Yale-NUS, Singapore, August 25-27, 2014.

“Differentiated and Undifferentiated as Comparative Index: A Proposal for a Method,” paper given at the Ultimate Truth in East Asian Philosophy conference, at Academia Sinica, Taipei, Taiwan, ROC, September 3-4, 2014.

"Towards a More Radical Atheism: Proposed Chinese Responses to Jean-Luc Nancy" paper delivered at Society for Phenomenology and Existential Philosophy Annual Conference, New Orleans, October 23-25, 2014
“What is Pre-Empirical Entailment of Norms and Determinations in Neo-Confucianism and Chinese Buddhism?” paper given at Buddhist Influences on Neo-Confucianism conference hosted by John Makeham, National University of Australia, Canberra, Australia, December 12-17, 2014.

The Self-Cancellation of Monism: Transformation, Forgetting, and Zhuangzi's Rhetorical Two-Step." Keynote Address given at Singapore-Hong Kong Symposium on Chinese Philosophy, Nanyang University, Singapore, March 13-15, 2015.

“Immanence and Transcendence in Zhiyi's Treatment of Guanyin: Compassion as an Epistemological Category,” paper given at Poh Ming Tse International Seminar on Guanyin in East Asian Buddhism, Singapore Poh Ming Tse Temple, April 3-5.

“China’s Spiritual Heritage and the Importance of God-lessness,” public lecture given at University of Chicago Center in Beijing, April 29, 2015.

“The Unintended Universe and China’s Spiritual Legacy,” International Center for Chinese Philosophy, Lecture Series, XVI, Soo-chow University, Taipei, Taiwan, October 14, 2015
天地無心的精神含義，”Spiritual Meanings of the Intentionless Cosmos,” (in Chinese), Yanshan University, Qinhuangdao, People’s Republic of China, November 21, 2015

“Zhu Xi on the Consciousness and Unconsciousness of Heaven and Earth,” Columbia Neo-Confucianism Seminar, Heyman Center for the Humanities, Columbia University, New York, USA, April 22, 2016.

“Consciousness and Teleology in Neo-Confucianism,” at Chinese Philosophy in Global Context: Retrospect and Prospect Conference, Center for Cultural China Studies, Zhejiang University, Hangzhou, People’s Republic of China, June 27, 2016.
“Immanence and Transcendence in Zhiyi's Treatment of Guanyin: Compassion as an Epistemological Category,”Sixth International Conference on Chinese Buddhism, Dharma Drum Foundation, Taipei, Taiwan,, Republic of China, July 2, 2016
“Zhu Xi and the Mind and Mindlessness of Heaven and Earth in Comparative Context,” Nanyang Technological University, Singapore, September 5, 2016.
“Losing the Self in the Philosophy of Zhuangzi,” Contexualizing the Self: Creating and Recreating the First Person, an Interdisciplinary Workshop, Tel Aviv University, Israel, November 29, 2016.
“Space, Futurity, Emptiness, Buddha-Nature” lecture delivered at Collegium Phaenomenologicum, 42nd Annual Session, “Nature of Space, Spaces of Nature,” Week Three, “Between Earth and Our Nature: Place-Time, Time-Being,” at Città di Castello, Italy, July 24, 2017.

“Alternate Fragments of the Inner Chapters in ‘Gengsang Chu’,” paper given at “Zhuangzi: Beyond the Inner Chapters” conference, University of Hawai’I at Manoa, Hawaii, November 9, 2017.

Roundtable on “Clear Serenity, Quiet Insight: Reflecting on Zhiyi’s Masterwork and Paul Swanson’s English Translation,” Annual Meeting of the American Association of Religion, Boston, Massachusetts, November 19, 2017.
“Six Lines of Mountain for the Flower Garland Scripture: The Cheng Brothers Deployment of the Gen Hexagram in the War Against Buddhism,” Third International Conference on Confucianism and Judaism, Shandong University, Qingdao, PRC December 17, 2017.

“Making Space, Letting Be: Translation Issues in the Zhuangzi,” University of Macao, Macao, January 16, 2018.

“Nihilism, Relativism, Mysticism: Questions and Defenses of Brook Ziporyn’s ‘Wild Card’ Interpretation of Zhuangzi with Professor Lai Hsi-San and Dr. Fabian Heubel,” Sun Yat-sen University, Kao-hsiung, Taiwan, Republic of China, March 2, 2018.

“Zhuangzi and Tiantai Buddhism: Perspectivism and Omnicentrism,” presentation given at Sun Yat-sen University, Kao-hsiung, Taiwan, Republic of China, March 2, 2018.
“Zhuangzi’s Tumultuous Tranquility,” presentation at World Congress of Philosophy, Beijing, People’s Republic of China, August 15, 2018.
“《莊子》 批判之批判的若干模式” (“Several Models of Critique of Critique in the Zhuangzi,” presentation at Conference on Zhuangzi and Critique, Lugang, Taiwan, R.O.C., November 29, 2018.

“Coherence, Li, Wild Card,” presentation at Academia Sinica, Nangang, Taiwan, R.O.C., December 3, 2018.

“Diverse Models of Harmony in the Zhuangzi,” keynote address at International Conference on the Concept of Harmony in Chinese Philosophy, Nanyang Technological University, Singapore, December 13, 2018.

“On Genuine Pretending,” presentation at Eastern Division Annual Meeting of the American Philosophical Association, New York, January 9, 2019.

“Slaughterhouse-Five as Accidental Buddhist Masterpiece,” screening and discussion, Facets Multimedia, Chicago, February 26, 2019.

“Parsing Away a Definition of Qi: Guo Xiang on Mind-Fasting,” paper presented at conference on “Global Reception of the Classic Zhuangzi: Han to Tang,” University of California at Berkeley, March 8, 2019.

“Nonself as Omnipresent Interpersonalities: Tiantai’s Four Steps for Rereading Impermanence as the Eternity of All Subjective States,” lecture delivered at Boston University Institute for Philosophy of Religion, March 29, 2019.

“Identity or Indivisibility?  Ideological Premises and Philosophical Consequences in Paul Swanson’s Rendering of the Mohezhiguan,” Harvard University Buddhist Studies Forum, April 29, 2019.

“Maybe Take it to the Pawn Shop: Bob Dylan and the Soteriology of Self-Hatred,” paper delivered at World of Bob Dylan Conference, University of Tulsa, Tulsa, Oklahoma, June 1, 2019.

“Beyond Emptiness: Zhuangzi, Tiantai, Mou Zongsan” (Dialogue with Lai Xisan after his translation of my “Beyond Emptiness” piece in Dharma World), Sun Yat-sen University, Gaoxiong, Taiwan, Republic of China, August 15, 2019

“Five Contested Points in Zhuangzi Hermeneutics: A Translation Workshop,” National Taiwan University, August 21, 2019

“Coherence and Context in Chinese Philosophy,” Presentation at the “…And its Name Is ‘Paradox’” Conference, Institute of Literature and Philosophy, Academia Sinica, Taipei, Taiwan, August 23, 2019

化聲之相待若其不相待：以“是非之相待即其不相待”概念為中心的齊物論整解

(“The mutual interdependence of the transforming sounds is tantamount to their mutual independence”: a complete commentary on Zhuangzi’s “Qiwulun” centered on the idea of “the mutual interdependence of right and wrong is tantamount to their mutual independence”), paper given (in Mandarin) at Conference on the “Qiwulun,” Second Cross-straits Zhuangzi Workshop, Huadong Normal University, Shanghai, People’s Republic of China, August 31, 2019
“Space, Futurity and Buddha-nature in the Mahaparinirvana Sutra,” Presentation given at University of Hong Kong, October 14, 2019

“Radically Impermanent, Exceptionlessly Eternal: Temporality in Tiantai Buddhist Thought,” Keynote Address at the Inaugural International Forum of Tiantai Studies, Hong Kong, October 18, 2019
“Godlessness in Chinese Thought,” Keynote address at God(lessness), Life and Universe: Science and Ethocs at the Crossroads conference, National Cheng-chih University, Taipei, Taiwan, December 21, 2019

Workshop on Zhuangzi Commentary: Xiaoyao You (Chapter One) (with Lai Xisan and Lin Mingzhao), National Taiwan University, Taipei, Taiwan, December 23, 2019

Workshop on Zhuangzi Commentary: Qiwulun and Renjianshi (Chapters 2 and 4) (with Lai Xisan and Lin Mingzhao), Sun Yat-sen University, Gaoxiong, Taiwan, December 27, 2019

“Temporality and Buddha-nature in Tiantai Buddhist Thought,” public lecture given at University of California at Berkeley, February 13, 2020.
“Reading Huxi Huaize on Omnipresent Inherent Evil as Buddha-nature,” 15 hour mini-course, University of California at Berkeley, February 11-February 20, 2020.
“Life Bound by its Banks,” keynote address at conference on Zhuangzi, Chapter 3 (“The Primacy of Nourishing Life”), Philosophy Department, National Taiwan University, November 6, 2020.

“Against Following Heaven?: Contested Readings of a Verse in Zhuangzi 29,” paper delivered at “Reading Zhuangzi” Conference, Department of Philosophy, Chinese University of Hong Kong, May 7-8, 2021.

“The Substance/Function Model and its Discontents: Zhu Xi, Huayan, Tiantai,” keynote address at Conference on Buddhist Philosophy and Chinese Thought, Department of Philosophy, National Taiwan University, May 21, 2021.

就「體、用」、「中、邊」範疇論朱熹、華嚴、天台思想中「曖昧的優先性」(“Ti/Yong , Center/Periphery, and Ambiguous Priority in Huayan, Tiantai and Zhu Xi”).  Paper presented (over Webex) at the “Workshop on Buddhism and Chinese Philosophy” 佛教哲學與中國哲學工作坊at the Institute of Philosophy, History and Literature at Academia Sinica, Taiwan, May 21, 2021
“Coexistence in the Daodejing and Zhuangzi.  Three presentations given at “The Intercultural Sinological Platform on Theories of Coexistence,”  hosted by Sun Yat-sen University, Taiwan.   July 13, 2021, July 20, 2021, July 27, 2021 (all on Zoom).   

“Five Ways of Being Something, Nothing, and Everything: The Hewn and the Unhewn in the Daodejing.”   Spring Forum Public Lecture, Philosophy Department of Notre Dame University, South Bend, Indiana, February 4, 2022.
“Zhong Shisheng yu Ouyi Zhixu de gongsheng zhi dao: paichi yu gongsheng tongjuyinian zhi shili,” 鐘始聲與藕益智旭的共生之道：排斥與共生同居一念之實例」(“The Way of Coexistence between Zhong Shisheng and Ouyi Zhixu, Who Are The Same Person: A Concrete Example of the Codwelling of Exclusion and Coexistence in a Single Instant of Thought,” paper given (in Chinese) at International Intercultural Conference at Sun Yat-sen University, Philosophies of Coexistence and the Sinological Island, 共生哲學與漢學之島:跨文化國際研討會議程, Sun-Yatsen University, Kao-hsiung Taiwan, Republic of China, July 8, 2022 (on Zoom).
“Will to Control, Will to Power, Will to Strength, Will to biantong 變通 ,” paper presented at Tianxia III Conference 2022: Formulating a Minimalist Morality for a Planetary Geopolitical Order: Alternative Cultural Perspectives, Peking University, Beijing, People’s Republic of China, August 19, 2022 (on Zoom)
“What No One Laughs At Cannot Be Dao: On What Kind of Garbage is the Dao,” Graduate Forum, Saint Louis University, September 21, 2022 (on Zoom)

“Divergent Interpretations of the Fasting of the Heartmind,” International Conference on Zhuangzi, Chapter Four, “In the Human World,” Peking University, People’s Republic of China, December 4, 2022 (on Zoom).  
“Zhuangzi de youmogan laizi hechu?” 莊子的幽默感來自何處? (“What is the source of Zhuangzi’s sense of humor?”), lecture delivered (in Chinese) at Sun Yatsen University, Kaohsiung, Taiwan, Republic of China, December 12, 2022.
“Zhuangzi de hudiemeng yu Tiantai yiniansanqian” 莊子的蝴蝶夢與天台一念三千 (“Zhuangzi’s Butterfly Dream and Tiantai’s Three Thousand Worlds as A Single Instant of Experience”), lecture delivered (in Chinese) at Sun Yatsen University, Kaohsiung, Taiwan, Republic of China, December 13, 2022.
“Ruhe liaojie Zhuangzi de gongfulun” 如何了解莊子的功夫論 (“How to understand Zhuangzi’s theory of self-cultivation”), lecture delivered (in Chinese) at Sun Yatsen University, Kaohsiung, Taiwan, Republic of China, December 20, 2022.
“Zhuangzi yu e de wenti” 莊子與惡的問題 (“Zhuangzi and the Problem of Evil”), lecture delivered (in Chinese) at National Taiwan University, Taipei, Taiwan, Republic of China, December 26, 2022.
“Zhuangzi’s Satirical Critique of Zhuangzi: The ‘Turn’ in Chapter 12,” paper presented at “Zhuangzi: Beyond the Inner Chapters” conference, Sungkyunkwan University, South Korea, March 14, 2023.
“The Mind and the Mindlessness of Heaven and Earth: Teleology and Consciousness in Zhu Xi’s Neo-Confucianism,” Mircea Eliade Professorship Inaugural Lecture, University of Chicago Divinity School, April 3, 2023.
“The Future of Global Laozegetics,” address given (on Zoom) at the Global Laozegetics Research Center Opening Ceremony, Nankai University, Beijing, PRC, April 20, 2023. 
“Rationalized Mythology Versus Rationalized Divination,” paper given (on Zoom) at “Philosophy of the Book of Changes” conference, Peking University, Beijing, PRC, April 21, 2023.

“On Mythic Worlds: Form and Formlessness in the Daodejing,” public lecture given at The Drawing Center, New York City, May 11, 2023.
“Textual and Hermeneutic Problems of the Daodejing” (on Zoom), Chinese Philosophy Group, University of Washington, May 25, 2023.

“God Did Not Create This Earth”: Grappling with Critiques of Orthodoxy in Masked and Anonymous,” paper presented at World of Bob Dylan conference, University of Tulsa, Tulsa, Oklahoma, June 2, 2023.
“Teleology in Chinese Thought,” keynote lecture delivered at the Pari Center Symposium “East and West Philosophy in Dialogue: From Worldview to Sustainable Order,” Pari Center, Civitella Paganico, Gresseto, Italy, June 23, 2023.
“Sameness and Difference in Buddhist Philosophy,” lecture delivered at “Dialogue Between Civilizations on Global Commons” conference, Pontificia Academia Scientierum Socialium (Pontifical Academy of Social Sciences), Vatican City, June 27, 2023.
“On Chapters 1 and 2 of the Daodejing,” paper delivered at Institute of Philosophy, Free University of Berlin, Berlin, Germany, June 30, 2023.
“Roundtable on Brook Ziporyn’s Translation of the Daodejing,” Chinese University of Hong Kong, Department of Philosophy, October 6, 2023.
「思議境與不思議境：論天台宗佛界思想與實踐」Siyijing yu busiyijing: lun Tiantai zong fojie sixiang yu shijian,” (“The Realms of the Conceivable and the Inconceivable: On Tiantai Buddhism’s Philosophy and Practice of Buddhahood” (in Chinese), Chenggong University, Tainan, Taiwan, November 2, 2023.
關於任博克的「空與遍」譯本的討論會 Guanyu Ren Boke de Kong yu Bian yiben de taolunhui (Conference on the Chinese Translation of Brook Ziporyn’s Emptiness and Omnipresence (in Chinese), Sun Yat-sen University, Kao-hsiung, Taiwan, November 4, 2023.

論天台宗倫理學與佛性具惡的問題 Lun Tiantai zong lunlixue yu foxingju’e de wenti (“On Tiantai Ethics and the Problem of the Inherent Evil of the Buddha-nature”), (in Chinese), Chenggong University, Tainan, Taiwan, November 5, 2023.
“Why Read Non-Sagely Philosophers?  Guo Xiang on What the Zhuangzi is Good For,"  Neo-Daoism in East Asia Conference, Sungkyunkwan University, Seoul, South Korea, November 17, 2023.
“Oneness, Nonbeing, Intelligibility and Omnipresence in the Global Third Century: Plotinus and Wang Bi,” Chinese University of Hong Kong, December 4, 2023.
佛界之思議境與不思議境: 莊周夢蝶之三千一念含義Fojie zhi siyijing yu busiyijing: Zhuang Zhou mengdie zhi sanqian yinian hanyi (“Buddhahood Conceivable and Inconceivable: Implications of Zhuang Zhou’s butterfly dream’s as threethousandfold single moment of experience”) (in Chinese), Conference on Tiantai Buddhist Thought, Philosophy Department, Chinese University of Hong Kong, December 8, 2023.
“Remembrances of the First Watch: What Is It Like To Have Been a Bat?” response to Janet Gyatso, “Buddhist Praxis, Theory and Animal Ethics” Yin-Cheng Distinguished Lecture in Buddhism, Princeton University, February 15, 2024.
“Repurposed Mythology Versus Repurposed Divination: The Zhouyi and the Development of Chinese Philosophy,” Lieberthal-Rogel Center for Chinese Studies Noon Lecture, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, March 5, 2024.
Panelist, “What Do What We Miss if we only Study Western Philosophy,” University of Chicago Religious Studies Program Panel, April 8, 2024.
“Beyond Ataraxia: Skill, Self-preservation, Communication, Reform and Solidarity through Non-Knowing in the Zhuangzi,” paper delivered at the “Skepticism and Daoism Workshop,” Department of Philosophy, Harvard University, April 12, 2024.

“西元三世紀全球之「一」與「無」：普羅提諾 與王弼初步比較,” (“The One and The None in Plotinus and Wang Bi”), lecture delivered at 第七屆魏晉南北朝文學與思想國際學術研討會 (“Seventh International Conference on the Literature and Thought of the Wei, Jin, Nan and Bei Dynasties”) (in Chinese), Department of Philosophy, Cheng-kung University, Taizhong, Taiwan, April 27, 2024 (online).

“Irony in the Analects,” Collaborative Learning Roundtable, Department of Philosophy, East China Normal University, Shanghai, People’s Republic of China, May 14, 2024 (online).
“Three Triplicities in Early Tiantai Buddhist Thought: Toward Nature Entailment,” International Workshop on Chongxuanxue and its Broader Philosophical Context: Late Sixth Century and Early Tang Philosophy,” Leipzig University, Leipzig, Germany, July 27, 2024.
“Human Agency and Human Sacrifice: A Neo-Tiantai Perspective,” Philosophy Forum, Distinguished Scholars Series, Institute for Advanced Studies of the Humanities, University of Macau, August 29, 2024.

“Imagining Other Times and Other Minds in Tiantai Buddhism: Toward the Non-Duality of Synchronic and Diachronic Experience,” Lecture delivered at Boston College, September 24, 2024.
“Mimetic Scapegoating, Vicarious Self-Squandering, or Both? A Neo-Tiantai Approach to Girard, Bataille, and the Antinomies of Human Violence and Agency,” University of Southern California, Conceptual Foundations of Conflict Project. January 22, 2025.
“Reading Workshop on Siming Zhili’s Miaozongchao,” Shinso Ito Center for Japanese Studies, University of Southern California
Appearance on China Central Television, International Channel, “Encountering Civilizations” Program, Season 2: Special Program on the International Reception of the Daodejing, January 11, 2025.

“Hegel and Tiantai Buddhism on Being the Absolute: Theistic and Atheistic Intersubsumptions of Universality and Particularity,” online lecture for “Being Singular: Thinking the Absolute” webseries, hosted by Prof. Gregory Moss, Philosophy Depertment, Chinese University of Hong Kong, February 28, 2025.
“Introduction to Mystical Atheism,” guest lecture given in Seminar on Mystical Traditions, Utah Valley University, March 25, 2025.
Graduate Student Workshop: Reading Guo Xiang’s Preface to his Zhuangzi Commentary, Utah Valley University, March 25, 2025.
“Teleology, Ateleology, Omniteleology: From Beauty to Beatitude,” Keynote Address, History of Philosophy Society, Salt Lake City, March 28, 2025.
“Unknow Thyself: Agnosis as Superpower in the Zhuangzi,” Annual Freeman Lecture, Wesleyan University, April 2, 2025.
“西元三世紀全球之「一」與「無」：普羅提諾與王弼初步⽐較 (Preliminary Comparisons of Oneness and Nothingness in Plotinus and Wang Bi), (in Mandarin), Keynote Address, International Conference on Language, Culture, and Education: The Dialogue and Transformation between Chinese Traditional Wisdom and Contemporary Values, Education University of Hong Kong, April 9, 2025.
 “莊子的無知無用人生藝術：從「小知小用」轉到「大無知大無用」之大知大用” (Zhuangzi’s Art of Living Ignorantly and Uselessly: Wisdom as the Transformation of knowledge and usefulness into Ignorance and Uselessness) (in Mandarin), Public Lecture, Wong Tai Sin Daoist Temple, April 10, 2025.
Postgraduate Seminar, “跨文化研究所面對的語言與思想的問題” (Linguistic and Conceptual Problems of Transcultural Research) (in Mandarin), Education University of Hong Kong, April 11, 2025.
“Mirror, Doubling, Play and Absurdity In the Zhuangzi and Out,” Keynote Address, Workshop on the Zhuangzi, Wild Card and Genuine Pretending, Sun Yatsen University, Kaohsiung, Taiwan, April 18, 2025.
遍中論入門(“Introduction to Omnicentrism) (in Mandarin), Keynote Address,  Conference on Omnicentrism and Chinese Thought, Sun Yatsen University, Kaohsiung, Taiwan, April 19, 2025.
“Purposelessness within Purpose,” Presentation at The Kyoto Meeting, Kyoto Japan, May 30, 2025.

Roundtable on All Things Act by Mercedes Valmisa (2025), International Society of Chinese Philosophy, Ljubljana Slovenia, June 21, 2025.
Roundtable on Chinese Philosophy in Transcultural Context by Jana Rosker (2025), International Society of Chinese Philosophy, Ljubljana Slovenia, June 21, 2025.

“The Tyranny of the Good and the Suppression of the Indeterminate,” presentation to be delivered at Way and Being: Between Daoist and Pre-Socratic Approaches, International Seminar-Workshop July 6 2025, Institute of Philosophy, Free University of Berlin Organized by the Educational Network of the European Association for Chinese Philosophy (EN-EACP) and The Chinese-Greek Philosophy Forum 中希哲學論壇
LANGUAGES:

English 


(Native)

Mandarin Chinese

(Fluent)

Classical Chinese

(Advanced reading ability)

Japanese


(Conversational and reading ability)

German


(Fair reading ability)

Latin


(Fumbling reading ability)

TEACHING:

“History of Classical Chinese Thought,” “Taoism in the Western World,” “Medieval Chinese Thought,” “Evil in Chinese Thought,” University of Michigan (1996-1997)

“History of Classical Chinese Thought,” “Readings in Song Buddhist Texts,” “Junior Seminar: Comparative Topics on Chinese Thought,” “Taoist Philosophy and Religion,” Harvard University (1997-1998)

“Buddhism in Comparative Philosophical Perspective,” “Western Receptions of Buddhism,” taught (in Chinese) at Chung-hwa Institute for Buddhist Studies, Taipei, Taiwan, ROC, Summer 1998, 1999

“Western Academic Study of Chinese Buddhism,” taught (in Chinese) as visiting professor at Chung-hwa Institute of Buddhist Studies, Taiwan, September 2001 to January 2002.

Courses Taught At Northwestern (1997-2011):  

“Classical Confucianism and Taoism” 

“Zen Buddhism” 

“Readings in Mahayana Texts” 

“Seminar: the Problem of Evil” 

“Zen in the Western Imagination” 

“Comparative Idealisms” 

“Comparative Trinitarianisms” 

“Contemporary Buddhist Philosophy” 

“Introduction to Buddhism” 

“Zen, Tao and the Western Imagination”

“Reading the Tao” 

“Classical Confucianism” 

Junior Research Seminar (co-taught with Professor Sarah Fraser, Art History), “Text and Image in East Asian Buddhism”  

“Responses to ‘Buddhistic Nihilism’: Nietzsche and the Mahayana” 

“Atheist Spirituality in Western Philosophy: Spinoza’s Ethics” 

Courses taught at National University of Singapore (2011-2012):

Chinese Philosophical Traditions I: Han Through Tang

Philosophies and Anti-Philosophies of Chan (Zen) Buddhism

Senior Seminar: Zhuangzi and his Legacies

Chinese Philosophical Traditions II: Song through Qing

Seminar: Contemporary Buddhist Fusion Philosophy: Kyoto School and Neo-Tiantai

Seminar: Comparative Philosophy: Alternatives to Moral Dualism

Seminar: Comparative Philosophy: Monism in Spinoza and Daoism

Courses Taught at the University of Chicago, 2013-2022:

The Pantheism Controversy: Spinoza, Schelling, Hegel

Tiantai Meditation Texts

The Shanwai/Shanjia Schism and The Ineradicability of Evil in Tiantai Philosophy

Schopenhauer plus Emerson equals Nietzsche? 

Godless Epiphanies: Atheist Mysticism in Global Perspective

Reading Daodejing and its Commentaries

Reading Zhuangzi and its Commentaries
Madhyamaka Philosophy in India and China (co-taught with Dan Arnold)

Polemic, Betrayal, and Dung Beetles in the Pure Land: Zhili and Renyue

Chinese Responses to Christianity in the Ming Dynasty

Pure Land Buddhism in China and Japan
Zhanran’s Diamond Scalpel: The Buddha-nature of Insentient Beings

Classical Confucianism

Neo-Confucianism

Buddhist Sutras Read in Traditional Tiantai Sequence
Chinese Buddhist Omnicentrism: Huayan and Tiantai

Introduction to Chan and Zen Buddhism

Religion Core Sequence: Cosmos, Conscience and Community

Comparative Trinitarianisms

Coherence in Chinese Thought

Comparative Experiments with Buddhist Thought

Death, Time, Perception

Schelling’s Relation to Spinoza

The Philosophy of the Yijing (Book of Changes)

Signed, 
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