

Licha		

Stephan Kigensan Licha, PhD
Assistant Professor, Japanese Buddhism and the History of Religions
	
University of Chicago
Divinity School
Swift Hall
1025 E. 58th Street 
Chicago, IL 60637

Email: licha@uchicago.edu

	



Education
	
2007 - 2012
School of Oriental and African Studies, University of London		  	
Ph.D. in Religious Studies
Supervisor: Dr. Lucia Dolce

“The Imperfectable Body: Esoteric Transmissions in Sōtō Zen”
Examiners: Dr. John Carpenter (SOAS), Prof. William Bodiford (UCLA).

	
30.04.2012

	2006 - 2007
School of Oriental and African Studies, University of London		
M.A. Japanese Religions
Awarded with Distinction 

Dissertation:
“A Short History of Enlightenment: Historical Consciousness in Keizan's Denkōroku”
	01.12.2007

	
2000 - 2003
School of Oriental and African Studies, University of London		
B.A. Comparative Religions
Awarded with First Class Honors

	
31.07.2003


Employment

	Assistant Professor, Japanese Buddhism
University of Chicago, Divinity School
	2023–present

	Wissenschaftlicher Mitarbeiter (Faculty Member)
Department of Japanese Studies, University of Heidelberg, Voßstraße 2, 69115 Heidelberg
Project Leader, “The Construction of Japanese Buddhist Modernity in the Encounter with Sri Lanka, 1872 - 1893”.

	2017–2023


2020–2023

	Vertretungsprofessur Japanischer Buddhismus 
(Substitute Professor Japanese Buddhism)
Institut für Sprache und Kultur Japans, University of Hamburg, Edmund-Siemers-Allee 1, 20146 Hamburg


	2020

	Postdoctoral Fellow                                                                                               Tōkyō University, 7-3-1 Hongō, Bunkyō-ku, Tōkyō 〒113-0033

	2014–2016


	Postdoctoral Fellow                                                                                               Waseda University, 1-24-1 Shinjuku-ku, Tōkyō 〒162-8644.

	2012–2014 


	Teaching Assistant                                                                                                     School of Oriental and African Studies, Thornhaugh Street, Russell Square, London WC1H 0XG.
	2012


Teaching

	Theory and Method in Japanese Studies: Translocalities, Marginalities, Hierarchies (MA)
Esoteric Buddhism in East Asian (MA)
Buddhist Meditation – Tradition, Transformation, Modernization (BA, MA)                              
Introduction to Literary Japanese (BA)
Globalization of Japanese Religions (BA, MA)
Introduction to Japanese Buddhist Thought (BA, MA)
Japanese Zen (BA, MA)
Religions of East and Central Asia (BA)                                               
Themes in Japanese Religions (BA)
Esoteric Buddhism in East Asia (MA)
Religion Core Curriculum: Cosmos, Conscience, Community (BA)
Contemporary Theories of Religion (MA)
Classical Theories of Religion (MA)
Buddhism and the Good Life (BA)                                            
	












Research Project Memberships

Mahāyāna in Europe – Japanese Buddhists and their Contribution to Academic Knowledge, Representative: Prof. Martin Krämer, Heidelberg University, 2017 – 2020, funded by the Deutsche Forschungsgesellschaft.

International Research on Japanese Buddhism from a Multi-Disciplinary Perspective 多分野複合の視角から見た日本仏教の国際的研究, Representative: Prof. Ōkubo Ryōshun, Waseda University, 2013 – 2017, funded by the Japanese Ministry of Culture.

Professional Memberships

Nihon indogaku bukkyōgaku kenkyūkai 日本印度学仏教学研究会 – Japanese Association of Indian and Buddhist Studies.
Tōyō tetsugaku kenkyūkai 東洋哲学研究会 – Association of East Asian Philosophy.
British Association of Japanese Studies
European Association of Religious Studies
American Academy of Religion
Association of Asian Studies
International Association of Buddhist Studies

Scholarships and Awards

	DFG Einzelförderung
“The Construction of Japanese Buddhist Modernity in the Encounter with Sri Lanka, 1882 - 1893”, Department of Japanese Studies, University of Heidelberg, Voßstraße 2, 69115 Heidelberg
Paul Thyssen Stiftung – Projektförderung
“Hara Tanzan and the Discovery of Experience” (declined).
American Council of Learned Societies Robert H.N. Ho Family Foundation Postdoctoral Fellowship in Buddhist Studies
Research Fellow, Department of Indian Philosophy and Buddhist Studies, Graduate School of Humanities and Sociology, University of Tōkyō. Host Researcher: Prof. Minowa Kenryō.
	2020–2023


2020


2014–2016


	Japanese Society for the Promotion of Science Postdoctoral Research Fellowship
Research Fellow, Department of East Asian Philosophy, Faculty of Letters, Arts and Sciences, Waseda University. Host Researcher: Prof. Ōkubo Ryōshun.
	2012–2014


	Kayoko Tsuda Bursary
School of Oriental and African Studies.
	2010–2011

	Leverhulme Study Abroad Studentship				                  Research Student, Center for Zen Studies, Komazawa University. Supervisor: Prof. Ishii Seijun.
	2008–2010

	Arts and Humanities Research Council Doctoral Award Studentship
SOAS Ph.D. Research (voluntarily withdrawn 2008).
	2007

	Research Student Bursary
Centre for the Study of Japanese Religions, School of Oriental and African Studies.
	2007

	Monbukagakusho Foreign Research Student Scholarship		  	                     
University of Tōkyō. Supervisor: Prof. Sueki Fumihiko. 
	2004–2006



Professional Qualifications

	University of Heidelberg
Examiner Japanese Studies

	2018

	School of Oriental and African Studies, University of London
Professional Development in Higher Education Program
	2012



Language Skills

	German: Native
English: Native ability
Japanese: Advanced
Italian: Basic
	Chinese (classical): Advanced reading ability
Japanese (classical): Advanced reading ability
Sanskrit: Reading ability
Latin: Reading ability




Publications

Monographs

Stephan Kigensan Licha, Esoteric Zen – Zen and the Tantric Teachings in Premodern Japan, Leiden, Brill, 2023.

Stephan Kigensan Licha, Amida in the Colonies – The Emergence of Japanese Buddhist Modernism in the Encounter with Sri Lanka, in progress, projected completion July 2025.

Edited Volumes

Krämer, Hans Martin and Stephan Kigensan Licha, eds., Learning from the West Learning from the East: The Emergence of the Study of Buddhism in Japan and Europe before 1900, Leiden, Brill, 2023.

Abe Yasurō, Steffen Döll and Stephan Kigensan Licha, Enni and His Environs: The Shōichi Lineage and Medieval Japanese Buddhism, in progress, projected completion end 2025.

Peer-reviewed Articles and Book Chapters

Stephan Kigensan Licha, “Blending the Rivers, Loosing the Flavor: Legacies of Shaku Sōen on Sri Lankan Buddhism and Colonialism,” History of Religion, under peer review.

Stephan Kigensan Licha, “Beyond the Mysteries: A Preliminary to the Study of The Three Mysteries Without Perceptual Characteristics and the Ambiguous Boundaries of the Esoteric in Medieval Japan,” in The Tantric World, Anya Golovkova, Amy Langenberg, and Hugh Urban, eds., London, Routledge, forthcoming.

Stephan Kigensan Licha, “The Intentionality of Hexagrams”, in Tendaigaku to shoshisō 天台学と諸思想, Ōkubo Ryōshun sensei koki kinen ronshū henshūkai 大久保良峻先生古希論集編集会, eds., Tōkyō, Hōzōkan, 2025.

Stephan Kigensan Licha, “The Zen of Mahāvairocana, Or: Does Bodhidharma’s Nose Preach the Dharma?”, Journal of Chan Buddhism 3/1-2, 2023. 

Stephan Kigensan Licha, “Tantra Ducks and Zen Bunnies: Reconsidering Esoteric Buddhism and Zen in Medieval Japan”, Journal of Chan Buddhism, 2023.

Stephan Kigensan Licha, “Hara Tanzan, Yoshitani Kakuju, and the Academization of Buddhist Studies”, in Learning from the West Learning from the East: The Emergence of the Study of Buddhism in Japan and Europe before 1900, Hans Martin Krämer and Stephan Kigensan Licha, eds., Leiden, Brill, 2023.

Stephan Kigensan Licha, “The Small Vehicle: The Construction of Hinayana and Japan’s Modern Buddhism”, Monumenta nipponica 76/2, 2022.

Stephan Kigensan Licha, “Premodern Japanese Zen”, in Brill’s Encyclopedia of Buddhism, vol. 3, Jonathan A. Silk et. al., eds., Leiden, Brill, forthcoming.

Stephan Kigensan Licha. “Hara Tanzan and the Japanese Buddhist Discovery of ‘Experience’”, Journal of Religion in Japan 10/1, 2020. 

Iwata Mami 岩田真美 and Stephan Kigensan Licha, “Shimaji Mokurai and Buddhist Education for Women”, in Buddhism and Modernity: Sources from Nineteenth-Century Japan, Orion Klautau and Hans Martin Krämer, eds., Honolulu, University of Hawai’i Press, 2020.

Stephan Kigensan Licha, “Hara Tanzan” 原坦山, in Nihon bukkyō to seiyō sekai 日本仏教と西洋世界, Dake Mitsuya嵩満也 et.al., eds., Tōkyō, Hōzōkan 法蔵館, 2020.

Stephan Kigensan Licha, “Keizan”, in Brill’s Encyclopedia of Buddhism, vol. 2, Jonathan A. Silk et. al., eds., Leiden, Brill, 2019.

Stephan Kigensan Licha, “Separate Teaching and Separate Transmission – Kokan Shiren’s Zen Polemics”, Japanese Journal of Religious Studies, 45/1, 2018.

Stephan Kigensan Licha, “Keiran jūyō shū  ni mirareru zenshū kan – Bekkyō to kikonron ni
tsuite no rikai wo megutte” 『渓嵐拾葉集』に見られる禅宗観 – 別教と機根論につ
            いての理解をめぐって [Zen in the Keiran jūyō shū – On the Understanding of Separate Teaching and its Relationship to the Theory of Capacities], Tōyō no shisō to shūkyō東洋の思想と宗教, 23, 2017.

Stephan Kigensan Licha, “Dharma Transmission Rituals in Sōtō Zen Buddhism”, Journal of the International Association of Buddhist Studies, 39, 2016.

Stephan Kigensan Licha, “Embryology in Early Modern Sōtō Zen”, in Transforming the Void – Embryological Discourse and Reproductive Imagery in Chinese and Japanese Religions, Anna Andreeva and Dominic Steavu, eds., Leiden, Brill, 2016. 

Stephan Kigensan Licha, “Sōtōshū kirigami no keisei ni tsuite – goisetsu ni okeru ‘sen’ no hiyu  wo chūshin to shite” 曹洞宗切紙の形成について– 五位説における「銭」の比喩を中心として [On the Formation of Kirigami in the Sōtō School – Focusing on the Metaphor of Coins in Five Positions Speculation], Indotetsugaku bukkyōgaku kenkyū　インド哲学仏教学研究, 22, 2015. 

Stephan Kigensan Licha, “The Zen of Words and Stages – Zen and Tendai Thought in the Shūmon missan”, in Tendai ∙ Shingon shoshū ronkō – Ōkubo Ryōshun Sensei kanreki kinen ronbun shū 天台•真言諸宗論攷 – 大久保良峻先生還暦記念論文集, Ōkubo Ryōshun Sensei kanreki kinen ronbun shū kankō kai 大久保良峻先生還暦記念論文集刊行会, ed., Tōkyō, Sankibō busshorin 山喜房仏書林, 2015.

Stephan Kigensan Licha, “’Tendai isshū chōka daruma shō’ ni mirareru zenshū hihan” 『天台一宗超過達磨宗』に見られる禅宗批判 [Criticism of the Zen School in the Tendai isshū chōka daruma shō], Indogaku bukkyōgaku kenkyū 印度學佛教學研究, 63/2, 2015.

Stephan Kigensan Licha, “Sōtōshū ni okeru denbō girei no keisei ni tsuite” 曹洞宗における伝法儀礼の形成について [On the Formation of Dharma Transmission Rituals in the Sōtō School], Indogaku bukkyōgaku kenkyū 印度學佛教學研究, 62/1, 2013.

Stephan Kigensan Licha, “Edo zenki no nihon sōtōshū ni okeru shinkuretizumu no ichikōsatsu” 江
	戸前期の日本曹宗におけるシンクレテイズムの一考察 [A Reconsideration of Syncretism in the Early Modern Japanese Sōtō School], in “Shinbutsu shūgō” saikō 「神仏習合」, Lucia Dolce and Tadashi Mitsuhashi, eds., Tōkyō, Bensei Shuppan 勉誠出版, 2013.

Stephan Kigensan Licha, “Words in Silence”, Komazawa daigaku zen kenkyūsho nenpō 駒澤大学	禅研究所年報, 21, 2009.

Review Articles, Others

Stephan Kigensan Licha, “Review – Unshō to kairitsu kindai 雲照と戒律近代,” Japanese Religions, forthcoming.

Stephan Kigensan Licha, “Review – Approaches to Chan, Sŏn, and Zen Studies,” The Journal of Religion, forthcoming.

Stephan Kigensan Licha, “Review – Precepts, Practice, and Ordination in Medieval Japanese Tendai”, Japan Review, 2025.

Stephan Kigensan Licha, “Review – Seeking Sakyamuni”, Journal of the American Academy of Religion, 88/1, 2020.

Stephan Kigensan Licha, “Review – Leaving for the Rising Sun”, International Journal of Asian Studies, 13/2, 2016.

Stephan Kigensan Licha, “Review – A Cultural History of Japanese Buddhism”, Bulletin of the School of Oriental and African Studies, 79, 2016.

Stephan Kigensan Licha, “Review – Rethinking Medieval Shintō”, Nihon bukkyō sōgō kenkyū, 10, 	2012.

Stephan Kigensan Licha, “Review – Japanese Mythology: Hermeneutics on Scripture”, CSJR Newsletter, 22/23, 2011.

Stephan Kigensan Licha, “Serving Dharma”, CSJR Newsletter, 18/19, 2009.

Presentations and Conference Papers

	International Association of Buddhist Studies, University of Leipzig
Awakening to the Breath: Medieval Japanese Tendai Conceptions of the Breath
Session Co-Convenor. 

	August 2025

	Beyond Modernity, International Workshop, University of Chicago
There is a Law – Buddhist Precepts in Colonial Context

	March 2025

	Association of Asian Studies, Columbus
Quiddities of Transmitting Mind – Esoteric Buddhism and Zen on Mind Transmission

	March 2025

	American Academy of Religion, San Diego
Transgressing Tantra
Round Table, Presider and Co-Organizer


	November 2024

	American Academy of Religion, San Diego
Blending the Rivers, Loosing the Flavor: American Legacies of Japanese Buddhist Discourses on Caste, Race, and Empire

	November 2024

	European Association for the Study of Religion, University of Gothenburg
From Solidarity to Dominion: The Encounter of Japanese and Sri Lankan Buddhist Modernisms in the late Nineteenth Century
Panel Organizer

	August 2024

	Undisciplining Asia, International Workshop, UC Riverside.
The Vicissitudes of Buddhist Sanskrit Studies in Meiji Japan

	May 2024

	Department of Japanese Studies and Numata Center for Buddhist Studies, Hamburg University.
Making the Buddhist World: Encounter, Networks, and Colonialism in the Japanese Reception of Sri Lankan Buddhism, 1872–1894

	June 2023

	Inner-Asian Networks in Asian Buddhist Modernisms, International Workshop, Department of Japanese Studies, Heidelberg University
Doxonomies of Empire: The Making of the Small Vehicle and the Japanese Imperial Project

	December 2022

	From the Ground Up, Glorisun International and Intensive Program, University of British Columbia and Yale, online.
The Zen of Mahāvariocana, or: Does Bodhidharma’s Nose Preach the Dharma?
(Invited)

	July 2022

	Asian Studies Conference Japan, online.
Mantric Zen – The Practice of dhāraṇī from Enni to Mujū 
Panel Organizer

	July 2022

	European Association of Japanese Studies Annual Conference, online.
The Eastern Small Vehicle – The Construction of “Hīnayāna” at the Crossroads of Japan, Sri Lanka, and Europe.

	August 2021

	Center for the Study of Japanese Religions / Center for Buddhist Studies Combined Lecture Series, School of Oriental and African Studies
Mirrors, Sex, and Oranges – Interpreting Zen in Medieval Japan
(Invited)
	February 2021

	
Science and Religion in Meiji Japan, International Workshop, Department of 
Japanese Studies, Heidelberg University.
Hara Tanzan and the Buddhist Discovery of “Experience”

	
February 2020

	Department of the Study of Religion, Bern University.
The Discovery of Consciousness: Hara Tanzan’s Physiological Zen Between Experiment and Experience
	November 2019

	European Association for the Study of Religions Annual Conference, Tartu, Estonia.
Hara Tanzan’s Notion of “Experience”: Dislocating the Buddha mind in early Meiji Buddhism.
	June, 2019


	BAJS 2018, Sheffield University                                                                        Naturalizing Enlightenment – Buddhist Legitimation Strategies in early Meiji Japan 
Panel Organizer
	September 2018


	‘Bijou of Asia’ kenkyūkai, Ryūkoku daigaku ajia bukkyō bunka kenkyū sentaa, Ryūkoku University.                                                                                                       Hara Tanzan and the Interiorization of Religion in Meiji Japan                             (in Japanese)
	December 2017


	Tōyōtetsugaku gakkai, Tōyō tetsugaku senshūshitsu, Waseda University.                Enni Ben’en’s Zen and the Problem of Superior Capacities                                   (in Japanese)
	July 2016

	Indotetsugaku bukkyōgaku kenkyūshitsu kenkyū reikai, Indotetsugaku bukkyōgaku kenkyūshitsu, Tōkyō University.                                                                                     Separate Teaching and Separate Transmission – Jōmyō’s Criticism of the Zen School                                                                                                                            (in Japanese)
	February 2016 

	Indogaku bukkyōgaku gakujutsu daikai, Nihon Indogaku Bukkyōgaku gakkai. Criticism of the Zen School in the Tendai isshū chōka daruma shō                         (in Japanese)
	August 2014

	Tōyō tetsugaku benkyōkai, Tōyō tetsugaku senshūshitsu, Waseda University. Buddhist Studies in Europe – Theoretical Perspectives and Future Challenges   (in Japanese)
	September 2013

	Indogaku bukkyōgaku gakujutsu daikai, Nihon Indogaku Bukkyōgaku gakkai.         On the Formation and Reform of Transmission Ceremonies in the Sōtō school    (in Japanese)
	August 2013

	Words, Deities and Icons, Centre for the Study of Japanese Religions Summer Workshop, School of Oriental and African Studies.                                                                                                 The Word and the Flesh: Embryology, Immortality and the Perfect Body in Medieval Sōtō Zen
	May 2011

	Japan Research Centre Seminar, School of Oriental and African Studies.                          
Esoteric Uses of the Yijing in Medieval Sōtō Zen
	March 2011

	Combinatory Practices in Japan, Centre for the Study of Japanese Religions Spring Workshop, School of Oriental and African Studies.                                                                         Hakusan in Tendai and Zen Oral Transmission
	February 2011 

	Healing and Divination International Workshop, Ritsumeikan University, Kyōto.
Ghosts and Fetuses: Divination and Communal Healing in Sōtō Zen Kirigami

	June 2010

	Asian Study Conference Japan, Sophia University, Tōkyō.  	   	              How to Do Things with Kōan
	June 2009



Conference Organization

	Beyond Modernity, International Workshop, University of Chicago
Organizer
	March 2025

	Networks of Buddhist Modernism in Asia, International Workshop, Heidelberg University
Organizer
	December 2022

	Deutscher Japanologentag – Sektion Religion, Heinrich-Heine-Universität Düsseldorf.
Section Organizer
Science and Religion in Meiji Buddhism, International Workshop, University of Heidelberg.
Co-organizer
Mahāyāna in Europe, International Workshop, University of Heidelberg.
Co-organizer
	August 2022


February 2020

November 2017





Peer Reviewing

Monumenta Nipponica, The Journal of Religion, The Journal of Transcultural Studies, Journal of Chinese Buddhism, others.



4

