Marshall A. Cunningham
6315 S. Ingleside Ave, Apt. 3
Chicago, IL 60637
(773) 991-2601
Mcunningham1@uchicago.edu

EDUCATION
2011–2020	The University of Chicago Divinity School, Chicago IL 
		Ph.D. Hebrew Bible and the Ancient Near East, conferred August, 2020
Dissertation: “(Re-)Constructing Judeanness: Homeland, Diaspora, and the Construction of Judean Identity in the 6th and 5th Centuries ʙᴄᴇ” [Summary]
		Committee: Simeon Chavel (advisor); Jeffrey Stackert; Steven Weitzman
2010–2011	Hebrew University, Jerusalem, Israel
		Visiting Masters Student: The Hebrew Bible in the Ancient Near East
2007–2010	Yale Divinity School, New Haven CT
		Master of Arts in Religion: Second Temple Judaism
2002–2007	DePaul University, Chicago IL
		Bachelor of Arts (with High Honor): Religious Studies
		Concentration: Religion and Culture

ACADEMIC POSITIONS
2024–Present	Assistant Instructional Professor of Bible and the Ancient Near East 
		in the Divinity School and the College: The University of Chicago
2022–2024	Writing Specialist: The University of Chicago
2023–2024	Instructor: The University of Chicago (Summer Quarter)
2020–2022	Divinity School Postdoctoral Teaching Fellow: The University of Chicago 
2017–2018	Online Instructor: The University of Alabama (Spring Semester)
2016–2017	Instructor: The University of Chicago (Spring Quarter)

PUBLICATIONS
Academic
Reconstructing Judeanness: Homelands, Diasporas, and the Production of Judean Identity in the 6th and 5th Centuries BCE, Under preliminary agreement with Cambridge University Press
“A Case for Hebrew at Yeb: The ‘Vidranga Passage’ of TAD A4.7–8 as Evidence for Judean Diglossia in Fifth Century Elephantine,” Journal of Near Eastern Studies 84 (2025): 91–114 (https://doi.org/10.1086/735107)
“Judeans and Samarians at Tahpanhes: Speculating on the Identity of the King in Papyrus Amherst 63 Col. XVII,” Advances in Ancient Biblical and Near Eastern Research 4 (2024): 125–138 (https://doi.org/10.35068/aabner.v4i1.1047)
“Decentering Exile: Methodology and Alternate Versions of Judean History in Nehemiah 9:5–37,” Vetus Testamentum 74 (2024): 531–560 (https://doi.org/10.1163/15685330-bja10145) 
“Isaiah 40.1–2: Reading Royal Commission as a Call for Return Migration in the Early Persian Period,” The Journal of Hebrew Scriptures 19 (2019): 1–33 (https://doi.org/10.5508/jhs29444)
Review of Nehemiah: A Critical Commentary, by Lisabeth Fried, Catholic Biblical Quarterly 86 (2024): 373–373 (https://doi.org/10.1353/cbq.2024.a924371)
“Reconsidering the Ṣemaḥ: Zerubbabel’s Supposed Davidic Ancestry,” (in progress) 
Review of In Search of the Hebrew People: Bible and Nation in the German Enlightenment by Ofri Ilany, Reading Religion (readingreligion.org/books/search-hebrew-people, September 2018)
Public
“The Language of Identity in Ezra-Nehemiah” in eds. Luara Carlson Hasler and Aubrey Buster, Themes and Issues in Biblical Studies: Ezra-Nehemiah (London: Equinox Press, in progress)
“Dissertation Spotlight: (Re-)Constructing Judeanness: Homeland, Diaspora, and the Construction of Judean Identity in the 6th and 5th Centuries ʙᴄᴇ,” Ancient Jew Review, (ancientjewreview.com/read/2022/4/13/wf2u9k6cle8i5ojvq9ld58gl2vpji6, April 2022)
“Does the Hebrew Bible Talk about Jesus?” in ed. Andrew Durdin, Ancient Religion in Five Minutes (London: Equinox, in press)

COURSES
Undergraduate						Graduate
Instructor of Record					Instructor of Record
Religion: Cosmos, Conscience, Community		The Psalms
	(Autumn ,Winter Spring Quarters)
Introduction to the Old Testament/Hebrew Bible	
The Bible and 21st Century American Politics	
Jerusalem: The “Holy” City				Teaching Assistant
Human Being and Citizen				Introduction to Biblical Hebrew
	(Autumn and Winter Quarters)		Introduction to the Hebrew Bible
Apocalyptic Literature & Millenarian Movements	Introduction to the Study of Religion
Writing and Composition in the Humanities
SELECTED CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS
1 “Jew/Judean/Yehudite,” (Invited). Society of Biblical Literature Annual Meeting, Boston, November 22–25, 2025
2 “Judeans and Samarians at Taḥpanhes: Diverging Views of Judean Identity in Ancient Literary Collections (Papyrus Amherst 63 and Jeremiah 40–44).” (Invited) Society of Biblical Literature Annual Meeting, San Diego, November 23–26, 2024
3 “What’s Old is New Again, or is it Just New: Tradition and Innovation in the Book of Haggai.” (Invited) Midwest Regional Meeting for Biblical Studies, St. Mary’s College, March 15–17, 2024
4 “The Temple of Yahu and the Construction of Judean Identity in Yeb: Insights from Congregationalism.” Society of Biblical Literature Annual Meeting, San Antonio, November 18–21, 2023
5 “Decentering Exile in Nehemiah 9: A Case for Continuity Over Rupture in the Persian Period.” Society of Biblical Literature Annual Meeting, Denver, November 19–22, 2022
6 “Vidranga, Once Again: The ‘Vidranga Passage’ of TAD A4.7–8 as Evidence for the Continued Use of Hebrew in Fifth Century Elephantine.” American Society of Overseas Research Annual Meeting, Chicago, November  17–20, 2021
7 “The Mythomoteur and the Construction of Diaspora Identity: The Case of Judeans in Egypt in the 6th and 5th Centuries BCE.” Society of Biblical Literature (Virtual) Annual Meeting,  November 29–December 12, 2020 
8 “Native Priesthoods and the Repatriation of Displaced Ethnic Minorities During the Reign of Darius I.” Society of Biblical Literature Annual Meeting, Denver, November 17–21, 2018
9 “Isaiah 40.1–2: Divine Commissioning and a ‘Return’ to Jerusalem.” Society of Biblical Literature Annual Meeting, Boston, November 18–21, 2017

INVITED TALKS
1 “Judeans in Babylonia: Questions of Homeland in the Early Persian Period.” Bowdoin College, April 22, 2022
2 “Considering Ethnicity in Persia’s Universalistic Conception of Empire.” Race and the Bible, The University of Chicago, February 3, 2022
3 “Teaching with Everyday Examples.” The Craft of Teaching in the Academic Study of Religion. The University of Chicago, October 22, 2021
4 “The Judeans of Elephantine: A Judean Diaspora Community in the 5th Century BCE.”  Catholic Theological Union, October 8, 2020
5  “The Invention of Second Temple Judaism and the Radical Rupture Model in Biblical Scholarship.” University of Chicago Hebrew Bible Workshop, February 2017


















LANGUAGES
Ancient	
Akkadian 
Aramaic (Biblical, Official)
Greek (koine and Attic) 
Hebrew (Biblical)
Ugaritic

Modern (reading knowledge)
French
German
Hebrew



AWARDS AND HONORS
2019–2020	Divinity School Completion Fellowship, University of Chicago 
2018–2019	Honorable Mention: Mark and Ruth Luckens International Prize in Jewish Thought and Culture
		Fuerstenberg Fellowship, University of Chicago
Divinity School’s Certificate in the Craft of Teaching in the Academic Study of Religion, University of Chicago
2017–2018	Chicago Center for Jewish Studies Dissertation Year Fellowship, University of Chicago
2017–2018	Alma Wilson Teaching Fellowship, University of Chicago
2016–2017	Martin Marty Center Junior Fellow, University of Chicago

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT/SERVICE TO THE FIELD
Section Editor, Ancient Near East, for Religion Compass, 2022–Present
Contributor, Deportation and Forced Migration Database, Ancient Near Eastern Empires Research Group, University of Helsinki, 2023–present
Member of Advisory Board for the Israelite Religion in its Ancient Contexts Section of the National Conference for the Society of Biblical Literature, 2022–Present
Member of Advisory Board for the Literature and History of the Persian Period Section of the National Conference for the Society of Biblical Literature, 2021–Present
Referee for The Bulletin of the Study of Religion, 2021
Editorial Assistant for Michael Fishbane, University of Chicago, 2016–2019, Biblical Text and Exegetical Culture (Mohr Siebeck, 2022)
Associate Director, The Craft of Teaching in the Academic Study of Religion, 2016–2017
Editorial Assistant for Sara Kipfer, Universität Bern, Fall 2015–Spring 2016, Visualizing Emotions in the Ancient Near East (Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht, 2017) 
Research Assistant for Simeon Chavel, University of Chicago, Summer 2012-Fall 2014, Oracular Law and Priestly Historiography in the Torah (Mohr Siebeck, 2014)  
Research Assistant for Baruch Schwartz, Hebrew University, 2010-11 , “How the Compiler of the Pentateuch Worked: The Composition of Genesis 37,”  in eds. Craig A. Evans, et. al, The Book of Genesis: Composition, Reception, and Interpretation (Brill, 2012)
